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fore the adjournment gould have voted. It
is making judge and jury both of the pre-
siding oftficer. I move an amendment—

That beginning in line 4, the words ‘‘and
who in the opinion of the presiding officer in
ordinary circumstances would have vried at
that polling place but for the adjournment™”
be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, post-
poned Clanses 124 and 126 were further
postponed.

Posiponed Clause 127—The officers eount
the votes in the respective boxes which they
open:

On motions by the Chief Seerefary, para-
graph (¢) of Sub-clause 8 amended by in-
serting after ‘‘distribution’’ in line 1 the
words ‘‘shall again ascertain’’ and by
striking out of lines 2 and 3 ‘‘shall again
be ascertained’’; and paragraph {d)
amended by inserting after ‘‘votes’’ in Jine
2 l;he words ‘‘shall repeat’’; by subst:tut-
ing ‘‘distribute’’ for ‘‘distributing’’
lines 3 and 4: by striking ont of line 6 the
words ‘‘shall be repeated’; by 1nsertmg
after ‘‘and’ in line 6 the word ‘‘re-
eount’’; by striking out of line 7 the word
‘‘yreeounted’’; hy striking out of line 9 the
words ‘‘snch candidate,’’ and by siriking
out of line 10 the words ‘‘be declared’’
and substitnting the words ‘‘declare such
candidate.”’

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, fur-
ther consideration of the clause, as
amended, postponed.

Postponed Clauvse 130—Informal ballot
paper:

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, fur-
ther eonsideration of the clause postponed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We have practically
completed the Bill now, the only exception
being the postponed elauses, which, but for
one small amendment, will require only
numerical alteration. We have now been
right through the Bill. Tt is almosi impos-
sible to bring the numbers info proper se-
quence until the Bill has been recommitted.
When that has been done, we ean bring
the clauses into their proper sequence. I
will eonfer with the President on the sub-
jeet to-morrow.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 124 am. (Thursday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30.
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND TAXATION.
Leasehold Residential Arens.

Hon. H. J. CORNELL asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, I'n what year did the Land and
[neome Tax Act fiest apply to leasehold
residential areas leased by the Crown to
tenants for a fee of 10s. per annum in the
Kalgoertie and Boulder distriets? 2, Has
uie holder of sueh an area been required to
furnish a land tax retirn each year since
the Land and Income Tax Act first applied
tu the holder thereof? 3, If not, why not?
4, Is the Minister aware that some holders
uf these areas who have been in posszession
less than nine years have been assessed at
2s, Gd. per annum for four or five yvears
only, and have been asked to submit a land
tax rcturn for the full period they have held
their aveas, whilst other holders who have
held these areas for a mueh longer period
have heen assessed for lesser periods,
and in some c¢ases have not been assessed at
alt? 3, Does the Minister approve of in-
valid and old-age pensioners, holding the
areas in question, heing taxed therefor? 8,
If not, will the Government take steps to
cause the Taxation Department to refrain
from asking these pensioners to furnish land
tax returns, and to cease to impose an extra
charge of 2s. 6d. per annum on their resi-
dential leasehold areas?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
The vear 1907,

L

2, Yes, vide Section 33 (4)
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and these are called for becanse the defini-
tion of “owner” in Section 2 (b} is as fol-
lows:—“Owner” as applied to any estate
or interest in land includes every person
who is, jointly or severally, whether at law
or in equity—(b) entitled to land for any
leaschold estate or interest granted under
the Land Act, 1898, or any amend-
ment  thereof, or under any Land
Regulations  thereby repealed, with or
without the right to aequire the free-
hold. 3, See answer to Question 2
shove, 4, Default land tax ussessinents have
been raised for all owners who hold leases
a#s above under the Land Aect calenlated
under Seetion 2, definition nnimproved value
(¢) despite their neglect to lodge returns.
5, Invalid and old-age pensioners are exempt
from assessment for land tax under Sec-
ticn 10 (1) (£), but not from lodging re-
turns. Where defanlters have advised that
they receive pensions under the Old Age
Pension Act, 1908, the assessments raised
have been cancelled. 6, See veply to Ques.
tion 5.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.

Drew—Central} [4.35]: I move—

That, during the month of Deeember, se
much of the Standing Orders be suspended as
is necessary to cnable Bills to be passed
through all stages in one sitting, and all mes-
sages from the Legislative Assembly te be
taken into consideration forthwith. :

Such a motion has been moved at an earlier
stage in previous sessions.  In my opinim.l,
this session it was not neecessary to move it
before; but now it is necessary. T assure
hon. members that in accordanee with my
practice in the past I shall exercise care and
eaution before passing a Bill through its
final stages.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—ADDITIONAL SITTING
DAY.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [4.36]: I move—

That, unless otherwise ordered, the House
mect for the despatch of business on Fridays
at 4.30 p.m., in addition to the ordinary sit-
ting days.

In view of the progress we made last nig:ht,
and in anticipation of similar progress being
made this afternoon and this evening, T do
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not think it will he necessary for us to sié
to-morrow.

Question put and passed.

BILL—ADELPHI HOTEL.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—RESERVES.
Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, Bill re-
comumitted for the consideration of a new
clause.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chiet

Secretary in charge of the Bill.

New clanse:

Hon. W. J. MANN: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 9:—"“All that pieece of land, being re-
serve 12005 (Busselton lot 311) granted to the
Busselton Municipal Counecil in trust for muni-
cipal endowment may be surrendered by the
said Busselton Municipal Council to HMis Maj-
csty to the intent that the same may be granted
to the Western Australian Fire Brigades Board
for the purpose of u site for a fire station.
The necessity for the new clause has arisen
out of circumstanees connected with the
building of a new fire station at Busselton.
Arrangements were made some time ago be-
tween the Western Anstralian Fire Brigades
Board and the Busselton Municipal Counecil
for the erection of the station. Part of the
arrangement is that the municipality shall
provide the land on which to ercet the build-
ing. It is proposed to utilise for the pur-
pose portion of an endowment made to the
council many years ago. Plans have heen
prepaved for the building, tenders called, and
a tender accepted. Now it has been dis-
covered by the Crown Law anthorities that
the couneil really have no authority to hand
over the land to the Fire Brigades Board.
After investigation it was suggested that the
eouneil surrender the land to the Crown, and
that the Crown make jt available to the Fire
Brigades Board for the erection of the sta-
tion. I have the assurance of the Minister
that he is fully in favour of the new clause.
The Busselton Municipal Couneil are also
Eully in favour of it. Without the new
clanse, the building cannot be erceted on the
site proposed.

New clanse put and passed.

Bill reported with a further amendment.
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BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Remaining Stages.

Reports of Cowmmittee adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendmenis.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Publie Serviee Act Amendment.

2, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment.
- I'ussed.

BILL—RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Received fromn the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT ACT, 1899, AMENDMENT
® (No. 2.
Report Stage.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hou. J. M.
Drew—Central) [+49]: I move—
That the reports of the Committee be adopted.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.530]: I
understood iast evening that ihe Chief See-
retary intended to give some explanation re-
garding the effeet of the amendment secured
by AMr. Seddon. Is he in a position to do so?

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [4.51]: Yes, T
desire to read the following report from the
Salicitor General, Mr. J. L. Walker :—

1. Messrs. Nicholson and Seddon, Ms.L.C.,
discnssed with me this morning the effect of
paragraph (e) of Subsection 1 of the propoesed
new Section 32 in Clause 3 of this Bill.

2. As finslly amended in Committee of the
Legislative Council to date that ¢lause (e} now
reads as follows:—

(e} Ts or has been attainted of treasom or
has heen convicted for any offence under the
law of aayx part of His Majesty's domin-
irms punishable by imprisonment for one
vear or longer.

3. In thizs form the snid Clause (e) is now
for all practical purposes virtually of the
same effect as paragraph (6) of Section 31 of
the Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1799,
which reads as follows:—

(6) Has been in any part of Her Maj-
esty’s dominions attainted or convicted of
treason or felony.
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4. Under carlier - faw ‘‘felony'’ was the
generic term used in conmection with certain
serious kinds of eriminal wrongdoing, Under
the Criminal Code of this State aud in the
criminal laws of some of the other parts of the
British dominions, the term ‘‘felony’’ has
ceased to be used.

1n the State Criminal Code criminal wrong-
doing is elassified into crimes, misdemeanours
and offences. Crimes are the most serious
forms of criminzl wrongdeing; misdemeanours
are forms of wrongdoing less serious than
crimes, but still punmishable by imprisonment
as the primary penalty; whilst offences, as dis-
tinguished from erimes and misdemeanours,
are the least serious forms of wrongdoing gen-
erally punishable by a fine as the primary pen-
alty.

3. You will realise, therefore, that, having
regard to our eriminal law and possibly the
criminal law of other parts of the Dominions
the words ‘or felony’’ as they appear in para-
graph (G) of Section 31 of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act, 1899, are now incorreet,
inconelugive, and ambigucus.

Consequently in Clause (e) of Subsection
(1) of the proposed new Section 32 in Clause
3 of the Bill the words ‘for felony’’ have not
been used, but in licu thereof the words used
are ‘‘any offence under the law of any part of
His Majesty’s dominions punishable by im-
prisonment for one year or longer.”?

These latter words therefore include crimes
and wisdemeanours punishable by imprison-
ment for one year or longer, and are used as
the only reasonable alternative to the words
for felony '? aforesaid in view of the fact that
in our State law there is now no such thing as
a ‘‘felony.?’

6. You will understand, therefore, that in
my opinion Clause (e) of Subsection (1) of
the proposed new Section 32 in the Bill ap-
proaches as nearly as practicable in effect to
paragraph (6) of Scction 31 of the Constitu-
tion Acts Amendment Act, 1899,

Question put and passed; report of Com-
mittee adopted.

Third Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY {(Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [4.53]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [454]: T
desire that the House divide on the third
reading of this measure. The Bill az it
stands, I consider, will in future make con-
fusion worse eonfounded. Thosec members
who so desire will now have an opportunity
to show their disapproval when the motion
for the third reading is put.

The PRESIDENT: In view of the fact
that opposition has been expressed to the
Bill, and that it is necessary for the Biil
to be passed by an absolute majority, I will
take a division.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .o 22
Noes 5]
Majority for . .. 16
AYES,
Hon. E. H, Angele Hon. J. M, Macfarlane
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, W. J, Maon

Hon. R. G. Maore
Hon. J. Nicholson

Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale

Hon. L. Craig Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H, V, Piease
Hon, C. G. Elliott Hon. A. Thomason
Hen. J. T. Fraoklin Hon. C. B, Williams
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. C, H. Wittencom

Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. T, Moors
(Tcller.}

Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W, H, Klitson

AYEB.

Hod. G, W, Miles

Hon. H. Scddon

Hon. H. Tuckey
(Teller.)

The PRESIDENT: I declare the third
reading carried by more than an abso-
lute majority.

Bill read a third time and tranzmitted
to the Assembly.

Hon. J. Corpell
Hon. V, Hameraley
Hon. J. J. Heolmes

MOTION—WHEAT GROWERS,
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE.

To Inquire by Select Commitlee.

Dghate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes
(North) :—

That o select committee consisting of five
members of the Legislative Couneil be ap-
pointed {o inquirg regarding the alloeation and
distribution, by the State Government, of ap-
proximately two million pounds provided by the
Federal Government to assist the wheatgrowers
of this State during the years 1032-33, 1933-34,
1934-35; the committee to have power to call
for persons, papers, and reeords, and report
on Thursday, 12th December, and three to form
a quorum.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-—Central) [4.58]: T have gone ecarc-
fully through my notes of Jr. Holmes's
speech. The hon. member has made no
charges, but simply desives an investiga-
tion. Hence there is nothing for me to re.
ply fo, and the Government have no ohjee.
tion to the passing of the motion.

Question put and passed.

Select Committee Appointed.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.59]: I
move—

That the select ecommittee consist of a mem-
ber from ecach of the four prineipal wheat-
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growing provinees, namely, the Hons. C. B.
Williams (South), E. H. H. Hall (Central), A.
Thomson (South-East), and C. F. Baxter
(East) and the mover,

In the motion to which we have already
agreed the quorum was sef at three. Also,
we are to report on Thursday next. The
Standing Orders provide that we may report
ecarlier if it be convenient.

The PRESIDENT: If any member of
the House s¢ desires, these propesed mem-
bers can be selected by ballot.

Hon. J. Cornell: I am almost sure that
five was the number in the general motiou.

The PRESIDENT: Yes, with three to
form a quorum.

Question put and passed.

BILL—LOAN.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, J, CORNELL (South) [5.2]: I
wish to point out that, of an aathorisation
of £2,627,000, there appears o be for the
goldfields only an allocation of £397,000, of
which amount £350,000 is for the Goldfields:
Water Supply. We all know that the Gold-
fields Water Supply suppiies water from
the southern end of the goldfields to Carrah-
bin, and that from Mundaring to Carrab-
hin the farmers are as well served by the
Goldfields Water Supply as ave the people
of Kalgoorlie or Boulder. The only two
items I can find are Water Supply, Fastern
Goldfields, £7,000, and Development of Min-
ing and Boring for Minerals £20,000. Then
there is a fnrther sum of £20,000 for State
batteries. So it would be fair to write down
the allocation for the Goldfields Water Sap-
ply by ane-half, and it wonld be found
that out of £2,627,000 the goldfields are to
get less than a quarter of a millien. I do
not mention that in any carping spirit, but
if members will make a retrospeet of Loan
funds that have been spent in reeent years
on the goldfields, as compared with other
parts of the State. they will find that it is
like ecomparing a conple of huttons to =
suit  of clothes. There is no  doubt
about the wonderful asset the goldfields have
been to the State, particularly in the depres-
sion vears. I venture to say the goldfields
are bheing treated niggardly. Even mining
companies who are subseribing over 1%
million pounds of eapital have been asked
to put up their money in advance and after-
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watds take it out in water when the scheme
is completed. This is a totally new idea.
When there is development work going on in
the agricultural districts or in the metro-
politan area, the people concerned are not
asked to find the funds for the earrying out
of the neceszary work and then take out
their money in water or in some other ser-
vice,

Hon. A. Thomson: It is, do the work and
charge them afterwards.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That, to-day, is what
i5 applying to essential services, and there
is no more essential service to goldmining
than is a good water supply. 1Mr. de Ber-
nales the ofther day put the whole thing in
a very small compass when he said the
future of gold mining depends on the treat-
ment of our lower-grade ores, and that the
treatment of our lower-grade ores, the
modern process of treatment, can only be
carried out satisfactorily with the aid of an
adequate water supply. Mining companies
subseribing all the money where there is no
waelequate water supply are being asked to
provide the money in advanee and take it
ont in water supply later on, whereas in
regard to other essential services in the
metropolitan area one is not asked to do
that at all. This iz an innovation by the
Government. In the old days it was at the
cost of the general taxpayers of the State
that water supplies were put in hand, Cow-
ing to State batteries, there is no question,
no doubt whatever, that the present-day
treatment charges and deductions for sands
are working out detrimentally o the genuine
prospector; that is, if he uses a State bat-
tery. I understand that while gold is £8
per ounce, practically the same deduction is
made for sands and slimes as was made when
gold was only £4 4s. per ounce. The pros-
pector cannot shoulder these charges and 1
venture to say that he is due, indeed over-
due, for some consideration. The Minister
for Mines has pointed out what a wonder-
ful institntion the State batteries ave, and
has assured us that they are paying. 1s not
that a wonderful fribute to the goldiiclds?

I ask, are the State Sawmills paying? .JAre
the State Tmplement Works paying? Are
the Wyndham Meat Works paying? Are

the State steamers paying? None of them
i5 paying, but the State batteries are paying
and veturning a profit to the Mines Depart-
ment.

Hon. &. J. Holmes: If a prospector could
pay those charges when gold was £4 4s. per
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ounce, why ean he not pay them when gold
is £3 per ounce?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Because ore that he
could noi possibly go after when gold was
£1 4s. per ounce he now goes after with
gold at £8 per ounce; and he is subject fo
the zame deduction for the dockage of the
sands as when gold was £4 4s. per ounce,
I understand that cmployees at State bat-
tevies are nof treated the same as are em-
ployees at private " batteries. The State
battery emplovees do not come under the
industry allowance in the Court of Arbitra-
tion. And we have the speetacle in Kal-
goorlie and in Coclgardie of men employed
on State hatteries not receiving the industry
allowanee of 14s. per week, although men
emploved in adjeining private batteries are
in receipt of that allowance. Thal is the
difference between men enguged in State
batteries and men engaged in private bat-
tertes. If this is an example of the liberal
interpretation of the application of awards
to workers, I think it reaches the limit. I
wish to make a few remarks respecting the
development of agriculture. I see here an
item showing that £50,000 is to be advanced
for new working capital for the Agrieul-
tural Bank. Speaking for one part of the
State, the ¥sperance district, I wish to say
thai the longer procrastination goes on, the
less possibility there is of there ever being
o rehabilitation seheme there, because men
ave absolutely disgusted with their treatment
and with the eapitalisation they are asked
to carry. I venture to say there will not
be 50 of the settlers left there nexi Mareh.
That is to he regretted. I know that prob-
ably the Agricultural Bank has to find a
poliey, hut I have vet to learn that hy the
importation of peeple who know very little
aboui agriculture in the district the Bank is
going to be in a Dbetier position to
form a poliev than are those men
who have been down in the dis-
trict for many years past. My own opinion
as to that state of affairs s that
with an independent chairman there are two
or three men in that district who have snc-
ceeded in that district. Mr. Johns has heen
there for 40 years, and Mr. Berry almost as
long, while Mr. Macher has been there for a
large number of years. If a way is going
to be found for a proper basis of re-
habilitation, those commen-sense practical
men are the men to make the suggestions.
'f they cannot find a way out, 1 venture to
say that the man who goes on valuations is
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a man who has farmed very casually in
life and never had anything to do with that
class of land. Fe is not goung o tind a way
out. kEven at this late hour, although the
Commissioners are a law unto themsclves,
I do make that suggestion. Mr. Rogers has
gone, and a new man is going down there.
1f a proper visualisation of the future be
entertained, with an oidinary settler expeet-
ing to stop there, what he ecan do and what
the eountry can do could be hetier deter-
mined by men who have lived there 35 or
40 years, men who have grown crops and
bred stock there, the men who agree ns to
what it 1s best to do with that part of the
State in regard to rehabilitation. The posi-
tion is serious. No less a sum than two
millions of public money has been sunk
there in railways, jefties and other things.
I venture to say that the tourist traffic from
the Eastein oldfields is not going to
maintain those facilities, will not even pay
axle-grease on the working of that ratlway.
It may pay as far as Norseman so long as
the goldmining industry flourishes, but let
that industry collapse and the railway will
not pay axle-grease. Even now half the peo-
ple who use IEsperance as a seaside resort
travel there by moter car. I hope that even
a6 this late hour something will be done to
secute the application of common sense to a
scheme of rehabilitation for the HEsperance
distriet. Personally I do not think that the
settlers in that area can shoulder the
eapitalisation that it is alleged they will be
asked to undertake. I suggest that the
men [ have indicated are in an infinitely
better position to delermine what the set-
tlers can pay than are those who arne
attempting that task to-day. 1f men could
be placed on the farming propositions and
they could make 2 success of the work with
very little financial assistance, would that
not be beneficial to the State? Would it not
he of assistance if, by their work in that dis-
trict, they eould raise some semblance of
hope for successful operations on those
holdings in future? T natice in the Schedule
an item relating to £15,000 as working
capital for the Workers’ Homes Board.
Why is that item necessary? Where is it
proposed to spend the money? During the
recent controversy regarding the extension
of the operations of the Workers’ Homes
Board to the goldiields, the Premier, in a
letter to the Kalgoorlie Municipal Couneil,
in reply to & request from that body that he
should endeavour fo assist in seeuring

[COUNCIL.]

workers’ homes for men on the guidfields,
sard—

The Workers’ Homes Board has adequate
funds at its disposal and full power 1o build
in any portion of the State that it deems ad-
visable.

The full text of the Premivr's letter
appeared in the “West Australian™ of the
20th  November, If the Workers' Homes
Board bave adequate Lunds, why iz Parlia-
ment asked to provide £153,000 additional
working capital?  Apparently the goldtields
are not even {o be treated as a poor relation.
According to Mr. Seddon, the goldfields do
not even constitute a memory, from the
standpuint of the Workers’ Homes Board.

Rou. G. W. Miles: The goldtelds are
getting into the same pesition the North-
West was in for a number of years.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The goldfields repre-
sent one of the principal assets of the State
to-day and, in fact, the goldfields are prae-
tieally earrying the State. 1f we view the
agricultural industry in retrospeet, we have
to recognise, unfortunately, that every bushel
of wheat that has been grown during the
last few years has represented a loss of from
1s. to 1s, 6d. to the farmers. The citizens
of Australia and Western Australia have
been asked to make good part of that loss
by providing a bounty payable to the
growers. On the other hand, the position
regarding the goldmining industry is that not
only is the industry paying its way but,
within the last three or four years, has found
work for an additional 6,000 men or more,
and all that has been done because of the in-
vestment of outside ecapital. However, I
would like the Chief Secretary to explain
why this additional £15,000 is necessary for
the Workers’ Homes Board, and where the
money is to be expended. I was rather in-
terested in Mr. Seddon’s remarks last night,
particularly when he referred to one of my
life-long friends, who introduced the- first
Workers’ Homes Act. The late My, John
Scaddan was not consistent in tog many
things, but if there was one matter in respect
of which he was consistent, it was in connec-
tion with the workers’ homes movement. At
the request of others, I approached him seve-
ral times with a proposal that he should
make provision for turning leasehold pro-
perties into frechold. Mr. Seaddan adhered
to the attitude he adopted when in 1931 he
introduced the first Bill that provided
workers with homes. More power to him
for having done so! He had good and valid
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reasons for his atfitude. In the first place,
he said thar the only way in which we could
assist the poor man to secure his home was
to provide him with a house and the land
on which it was built at a nominal rent per
annum. He also pointed out that once such
a man secured his home, it became a negoti-
able asset and if le had the freehold, the
moment he was in diiticulties be was likely
to bhorrow on the premises and ultimately
Tose his home. His sole object in introdne-
ing legislation of this description was to pro-
vide homes for people who could not make
that provision for themselves, and he pro-
vided that so long as they fulfilled their
obligations rensonably, their homes could
not be sold over their heads, In recent
years a new phnse has been introduced into
the administvation of the Workers’ Homes
Board. The econsideration extended in the
carly days to applicants is not that which is
extended to-day, The one who receives most
consideration to-day is the man whose salary
is such as to demonstrate his ability to eon-
tinue repayiments, T suggest that within
the last four or five years infinitely more
people whose salaries averaged from £300
to £400 a year have secured workers’ homes
than have those in receipt of less than the
salary range I have mentioned. The Work-
ers’ Homes Board was established in the
interests of men in rteceipt of small wages.
In a way we cannot hlame the board for
their attitude because obviously the man in
receipt of £400 a vear must be a better
client than the man whe enjoys intermittent
work only, or is on sustenance work.

The Honorary Minister: Are you infer-
ring that those in receipt of £400 have
secured homes at the cxpense of others less
fortunate whose applications have been re-
fused?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T say that if a cen-
sus were taken, it would be found that dur-
ing the last five years more applicants in
receipt of £300 or more have secured homes
than have those in receipt of less than £300
a year,

The Honorary Minister: T do not think
you are right, but even if your statement is
eorrect, that does not say that those in re-
ceipt of lower salaries have had their appli-
cations refused.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I say that their
applications have heen deferred.

The Honorary Minister: The hon. mem-
ber should say one thing or the other.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: Quite a number of
their applications have been deferred. I
happen to know of one instance in which
the man in receipt of the larger salary
secured {he hoard’s consideration, Natur-
ally, the Workers' Homes Board represent a
business undertaking, and human nature is
the same throughout, I contend that the
man on the bhasic wage to-day does not re-
ceive the eonsideration extended to men iv
Lis position from 1912 to 1914, Reverting
to the subject of the goldfields workers, I
have listened with interest from time to time
to remarks that show how the worker there
is being shot at. FEvery available shilling
it is possible to obtain from workers on the
poldfields is extracted from them. For in-
stance, I listened with interest to the
answers submitted by the Chief Secretary
this afterncon to my questions regarding the
imposition of land tax, The answers were
purely departmental, and the faets of the
case are that for 20-odd years there have
been many men on the goldfields who have
been the registercd holders of residential
areas at a fee of 10s, a year who have never
heen asked to lodge land tax returns uatil
recenily,

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are not insinuat-
ing, are you, that the Government instructed
the department to fax those people as you
have indieated?

Hon. J, CORNELL: I am nol insinuat-
ing, hut I say definitely that every shilling
that ean he extracled from people on the
goldficlds is being oblained from them.

The Honorary Minister: In other words,
they are reeciving preferential treatment.

Hon. J, CORNELL: Undoubtedly they
are, I have in my possession now a letter
from a man who has heen in possession of
one of these residential areas for nine years
and has heen assessed for a period of four
years, He has been asked to put in land
tax roturns. He has been assessed for those
four years, without any land tax return
being lodged, at the minimum rate of 2s. 6d.
a year. Now he has to put in his returus,
and he must indicatc how long he has held
the land. The effect of that is that he will
be slugged for another fve half-crowns. His
is not the only instance. That sort of thing
is oceurring right throughout the goldfields
areas, At any rate, I know that is what is
happening at Kalgoorliec and Boulder, and
I understand it is happening elsewhere.
While the Aet may say that old age pen-
sioners are exempt from taxation, I know



one old age pensioner who has been asses-
sed, and she has been required to pay five
half-ecrowns.

Hon. G. Fraser: The department can tax
pensioners on vacant land but not in respect
of premises they occupy.

Hon. J. CORNELL: This particular old
age pensioner is living m a little shack, and
she is 75 years of age.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is quite easy to get
over that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I want to know why
the Taxation Department have suddenly
decided to deal with these people who
do not cscape faxation, but pay the
lot. They pay the hospital fax, the income
tax, the finaneial emergeney tax, and now
they are required to pay the land tax.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do you want the
people on the goldfields to be exompt from
the payment of land tax?

Houn. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
would squeal like a lame duck if some of his
constitnents were treated in this way.

Hon. G. Fraser: You nced not wovry
ahout that. QOur people have been paying
for years.

Hon, J. CORNELL: In respect of resi-
dential leaseholds in the Fremantle area?
Are they taxed?

Hon. E. . Gray: Of course they are.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There are none
there.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes, there are.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Residential leases at
10s. a year! The hon. member does not
know what he is talking abont. The man on
the hasic wage of £3 125. a week in Fre-
mantie is not taxed. On the goldfields the
man on the wages he is receiving is assessed
on the same process of reasoning as is the
basic wage man in Fremantle. 1 am pro-
testing against this sudden onslaught, this
new form of slugging. If the Government
are short of revenue, why do they not go the
whole hog? Why do they now say fo those
people who are paying 10s. a year, and have
heen doing so for over 30 years, but bhave
never vet put in a land tax return, that they
must put in a return? They were never
brought to book for not putting in a return,
and indeed their land has no taxable value,
but the Tasation Department are using
every subierfuge they can to garrot the
Eastern Goldfields worker. He has now to
put in a return, and if he does so he has to
pay a minimum tax of 2s. 6d,
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The Honorary Minister: That is in
aceordanee with the law.,

Hoen. J. CORNELL: But is it in aceord-
ange with justice? The prevvionz Lahour
Goveinment of which the Honorary Minis-
ter was a member had an opporiunity to do
this, but yefrained from doing it. It has
only been done recently in the ense of resi-
dential leascholders. The lolder of a
worker’s home on leasehold whe has a bloek
valued at £100 pays £3 a year rent to the
board in perpetuity. Why is he not slugged
for the 2s. 6d.%

Hon. E. H, Gray: Are you sure le is not?

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 am sure,

Hon. E. H. Gray: I think he is.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Why s he not
slugged? There is no difference between
that and the Crown snying to a miner, “We
will give you an area of land in the distriet
for 89 years at 10s. a year, pnid in two in-
stalments.”

Hon. £, H. Giay: [ think Le Joes pay.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
ought te be sure about it. I have owned a
leaseholder worker’s home since 1914, T
have never put in a land tax return for it,
nor have I been asked to do so, nor have I
been assessed for it nor asked to pay.

Hon. K. H. Angelo: You will get a big
slug from the department now.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If old age pensioners
of the Eastern Goldfields have got ta pay, so
ought I. I should bhe quite willing to
partner them in the shigging.

Hon, E, H. Gray: I think yvon do pay, or
else the board pay for you.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon, member
often preached the non-alienation of Crown
lands, but took advantage of the frechold.
I have yet to learn that the board do any-
thing they expeet their clients to pay for.

Hon. E. H, Gray: They pay the rates if
necessary.

Hen, J. CORNELL: I know all that they
to. I also know many members of the
Labour Party who talk a lot abount workers’
homes, but have not get one themselves.

Hon. G. Fraser: Give us the chance to get
one.

Hon. J. CORNELL: My friends say,
“Don't do as I do, but do as T say.” Were
it not for the goldfields the people of Fre-
mantle would be taking in each other’s wash-
ing. Tf it is necessary for these residential
leaseholders to pay 2s. 6d. a year, why not
go about it in a business-like mannery Why
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should a lot of old people be troubled about
filling in forms? I hope the Minister in his
veply will clean up Mr. Holines's reference
to one of the Agriculiural Bank commis-
sioners. [ have been repeatedly asked who
this mysterious ecavalier is, who is referred
to on page 34 of the 17th report of the Com-
monwealth Commissioner of Taxation. 1
have an idea who he is.

Hon. G. W, Miles: I think vou are doing
him an injustice, The least said about it the
better.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have an idea who
he is.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Why vent your
spleen here?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am not doing so,
although the hon. member is good at that
when it suits him. Members will be aston-
ished if they look at this return to see how
few men have heen asked to toe the carpet in
Western Australia, Out of the thousands of
taxpayers in this State, only about 20 have
heen oblized to do this.

Hon. E. H. Gray: People must he partien-
larly honest in this State.

Hon. J. CORNELTL: 1 happen to know
that clients of the Agricultural Bank have
been  prosecuted, and some have been
threatened with gaol sinee the new commis-
sioners took over, either for stealing a ealf
or a bag of wheat or beeause the wife has
zot away with a dozen eggs.

The Henorary Minister: Saurely that is
an exaggeration.

Hon. J. CORNELL: They are wafching
a man’s wife while she gets away with the
eggs or a sucking pig.

The Honorary Minister: But you said
people were being threatened with gaol.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Men have bheen
gaoled by the trustees of the bank for beat-
ing the bank, or endeavouring to do so. T
want the clients of the bank to know thar
the men who are policing them to-day have
had to toe the carpet for trving to get awayx
with other people's money, that they have
been weighed in the balance and found
wanting. If I had tried to get awayv with
other people’s money I would not squeak.
Mr. Clvdesdnle asked why 1 am venting my
spleen here. If I were doing so, this would
be the proper place for it. When men are
appointed to public positions to polies
thousands of other people, and stand guoard
over the State’s money, il their reputation
is at stake or at all murky, the people of
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the country should know about it. I have
never done anything I am anxious to hide,
and I am not going to stand for the smother-
ing up of anything. I support the second
reading of the Bill.

HON. G. W, MILES (North) [540]: I
deprecate the attempt of some members to
undermine the management of the Agricul-
tural Bank. This is doing no good to any-
one. It is only fair that the public men
of the State should give the newly appoinied
commissioners a fair chance. T have made
inquiries abount this repori, and have been
informed confidentially that there is nothing
in the transaction concerning the men who
were appointed that would at all interfere
with their appointments. If the Govern-
ment wished I think they could say they
knew all about page 54 of the Common-
wealth report, before they appointed the
commissioners.

Hon. J. Cornell: The individual in ques-
tion has been fined.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I do not know
whether that is so or not. It is beneath the
dignity of members of this Chamber to
criticise publie officers in the way they have
done.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Government shoulr
appoint men who are not open to criticism.

Hon. G. W. MILES: This man i3 not
open to criticism. T have discussed the mat-
ter confidentially with people who know the
circumstances. They say there is nothingz
in the transaction to prevent these men from
holding their positions as commissioners.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Hundreds of tax-
pavers have heen fined by the same author-
ity.

Hon. G. W. MILES : T wish to make some
reference to the conditions in the North.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The Wyndham
AMeatworks partieulariy?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The works are doinz
splendid service to the people of the countrv
and for the Northern Territory. I would
urge upon the Government to approach the
Commonwealth to see if they cannot gef
assistance whereby they may pay the in-
terest which the works are losing.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is very zood
of vou.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Commonwealth
have announced that they wish to assist the
people of the Northern Territory. The State
Government could put up a good case.
Already a certain amount has been done by
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way of roads and crossingz. A little while
ago, the Minister for the Interior, Mr, Pat-
erson, said that one of the great hindrances
te the development of the Northern Terri-
fory was the high cost of transporting cssen-
tial requirements, owing to the great dis-
tances which had to he covered. That
applied to the Kimberleys and other por-
tions of the North-West, as well as the
Northern Territory. To reduce transpori
costs, the Government had approved
of a substantial reduction in the freight
rate on the Northern-Territory railway and
of the wharfage dues at Darwin.
A report of Mr. Paterson’s statement con-
tained alse the following:—

The Government would subsidise boring for
water on any lessee’s property on a pound for
pound basis of the actual cost of sinking and
casing a bore, and when the Government water
boring plants were available they could be
hired for this purpose without charge. The
Government would nlso bear half the total cost
of the sea, rait and road freight of an engine,
or mill tower, trough, ete. Mr. Paterson aiso
said that the Government would enconrage
lessees to fence portions of their areas by bear-
ing half the total cost of sca, rail, and road
freight of all fencing materials other than
posts obtained on or near a property purchased
by any lessee. More generous provision would
algo he made for the construetion of roads,
more espeeially for creek crossings, and for the
maintenance of roads awd stock routes. Mr.
Paterson promised to review the rentals of all
pastoral Jeases in North Australia. He said it
was hoped that the assistanee to be given in
boring for water and in conneetion with the
carriage of fencing materials would encourage
some eattle breeders on suitable areas to re-
egtablish stud farms in the Territory so that
the heavy expense of transporting bulls from
other parts of Australia would he largely done
away with. Dealing with gold mining in the
Territory, Mr. Paterson said that the sum of
£45,000 provided by Parliament late last year
for the stimulation of employment in this in-
dustry was being used for that purpose and its
provision was proving well justified.

T read the article which I quoted because 1
would like this Government to approach the
Commonwealth Government with a view to
obtaining some further ageistance for the
people in the Kimberlexs. T eongratulate
the Commonwealth and State Governments
upon the geological and geophysical sor-
vevs that have been carried out in the North.
The Government would he putting forward
a just c¢laim if they were to azk that fhe
Commonwealth Government snhsidise the
Wyndham Meat Works, hecause the Nor-
thern Territory leaseholders also get the
henefit of those works. Another matter to

which I desire to refer is the shipping ser-

[COUNCIL.

vice along the coast, The North-West has
never been so badly off for a shipping ser-
vice as it 1s now.

Hon. G. Fraser: What about the State
Shipping Service?

Hon. . W. MILES: It is the poliey of
the Government to run State ships. My
poliey is not to run State ships, but to sub-
sidise a private line, whose freights and
tares should be fixed.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Gi. W. MILES: The position to-day
is that the Government have not sufficient
ships to eater for the trade along the coast.
I understand the reason why an embargo
is placed on private shipping along the
coast is becanse the Government have been
requested by the West Provinece members
not to allow other ships to trade along the
coast. We have only two ships a month
calling at the North-West ports north of
Carnarvon. Those vessels eannot cater for
the business of the North-West. They are
shutting out cargo. For instance, the
“Tloolinda’ arrived at Fremantle two davs
ago and is leaving to-morrow afternoon.
She has been in port only two days and is
leaving with a full eargo.

Hon. G. Fraser: She is a Christmas ship.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Whether she is a
Christmas ship or not, there is a restrie-
tion on other boats trading along the coast.
Sueh a condition of affairs would not he
tolerated in any other part of ihe Stiate.
It is argued that the ports along the coast
are tidal ports, and that if additional ships
were put on the run, they would be fol-
lowing each other too elosely. There is,
however, a period of five days from the
beginning of the tide to the end of the
tide. If people in the metropolitan area
or on the goldfields were restrieted to a
frain every five days, there would be a
revolution. We are really worse off than
that, and I am speaking for the workers of
the North as well as for the other residents,

Hon, C. B. Williams: I am pleased that
tha hon. memher recoghises the stalwart
workers on the goldfields.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The people in the
North have to be supplied with perishable
goods and five days makes a great differ-
ence in the condition of cabbages, pump-
kins, potatoes, onions and buiter. Those
who Dve in the North know how these
products deteriorate.
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Hon. J. Xicholson: It is a very serious
matter.

Hon. ;. W_ MILES: It is a most seri-
ous matter, and unless the Government ean
put another boat on the ran, I appeal to
them to zet out of the business altogether
and subsidise a private shipping service,
whose freights and fares could be fixed.
I am opposed to the State Shipping Service.
It is all very well for young members of
the House to laugh, but before they were
born we had a better service to the North-
West with private enterprise than we have
to-day with the State Shipping Service.

Member: There was a lot of growling in
those days.

Hon. G. W. MILES. No. There was not.
If the Scaddan Government had not pushed
their way in and collared the subsidy from
the Commonweaith in 1814, we would have a
better service to-day than ever the Stafe has
given us. What do we find in the report
lIaid on the Table of the House? Continual
losses are being made by the State Shipping
Serviee and the taxpaver has to foot the bill.
As T sav, if the Covernmoent subsidised 2
line, its fares and freights eould be econ-
trolled and there would he no monopoly.
It was done in the past, and if the State
Shipping Service had paid the fines which
were due to the Commonwea)th Governmen®
for non-fulfilment of the mail contracts, the
Government would have paid away more
than they received hy way of subsidv. The
State Shipping Service has been edueated
in the requirements of the North and the
service = quite as good as one could wish
for, hut there are not sufficient ships to cater
for the trade. T ask the Chief Secretary
to nse his influence to get these permits re.
stored =o that the overseas vessels can trade
along the coast.

Hon. G. Fraser: What aboui the North-
West and the West Provinees combining
forces?

Hon. G. W. MILES: T would not be asso-
ciated in any combination with the Wesi
Province.

Hon. G. Fraser: You would have the
wharf lumpers out on strike on the North-
West eoast.

Hon, G. W. MILES: T would emphasi-c
this point. as 1 have done for a number of
vears. Unless something is done to develop
and people the North of Australia we will
be pushed out of it by other nations. Therc
is real wealth in the North and room for

2225

thousands of people if the eonditions are
made right for private enterprise to step in,
without being harassed as it has been in
the past by Labour Governments. The
Labour Governments have introduced regu-
lations which resulted in driving these pri-
vate companiez away fromn the Nocth. They
wanted inspectors to board foreign ships
to see if they were run deecently; they also
wanted to charge s¢ much a head for every
whale which eame from the Antarctic. They
frightened the whaling company off the
const and put a large number of men out
of employment. We want no more social-
istie legislation that interferes with privats
enterprise.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The whales had to be
labelled, had they not?

Hon. G. W. MILES: There is another
matter which the Government should urge
upon the Commonwealth Government, and
that is to provide a suitable airport at
Wyndham. Wyndham should have been,
and could have been, a national airport if
the Government had taken the trouble to ex-
pend a few thousand pounds in making a
convenient and suitable landing place. T am
not blaming the present Government in this
respect, but I would urge them to see that
Wyndham is made an airport.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What is your opin-
ion with respect to miners wanting a dis-
triet allowance in the North-West.?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The mine-owners in
the North pay the men over £1 a week tropi-
cal allowance. They are paying a sum in
excess of what has been fixed by the Arhi.
tration Court. Thev are, however, opposeil
to paving aun allowance of 38s. a week which
some agitators., who represent the miners,
have asked the eourt to award as a fropical
allowance. If such a high allowance is
fixed, the North will never be peopled. Yon
will kill the industry. There is every pros-
pect now of Yampi Sound being developed;
vet at the present time there is an applica-
tion by some—I do not want to use the
word agitators, or Labour agents, or
Trades Hall secretaries—to the Industrial
Arbitration Court for a tropieal allowance
of 3%. per week, It is but right that the
ment should be paid the difference in the
cost of living as an allowanee, bhut thev
should not ask the Arbitration Couri to fix
an allowanee at an amount more than suffi-
cient for them te live. T hope when the
other side puts its case before the Arbitra-
tion Court-—and luckily the enurt eannat
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deal with the applieation without hearing
the employers—a just tropical allowanec wili
be awarded. T have pleasure in supporting
the Bill.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West)
[5.55]: Before the Bill is passed, I would
like to make a few comments and ask a few
questions. I join with most of the other
members who have spoken on the Bill in
their regret that we have each year to
pass these Loan Bills. T also add my con-
vi«tion to those already expressed by mem-
bers that the time is not very far distant
when this borrowing will have to be materi-
ally diminished. I do not mean to infer
that we ean do without borrowing alto-
gether, but I believe that we cannot go on
borrowing at the rate we have been doing
for many vears past. There are some items
in the Schedule that T want information
abont, There is an amount of £100,000 for
the eleciric power station at East Perth.
We all know that the policy of the Govern-
ment, and apparently of the Government
which preceded it, is fo centralise the pro-
duction of power in the metropolis. I econ-
tend that that is qnite wrong. It is against
the eustom in many other parts of the
world. TIn most countries electric current
is now generated as near as possible to the
source of power. I contend that it is un-
economice to haul eoal 100 miles or more in
order to generate cleciriet enrrent. 1 sug-
gest that the Bill which was passed abont
eight years ago in this House, and which
enabled a big power station to be estab-
lished at Collie, should have been given
effect to, and that the station at ISast Perth
should not have been permitted to grow to
the extent to which it has.

Member: It is a great pity.

Hon, W. J. MANN: It has been per-
mitted, but that doecs not alter the faet
that the procedure is wrong. The time will
come, althongh it may not he in onr time,
when ail enrrent will he generated at the
point where fuel or eoal is obtained. Onece
more I wish to record my opposition to the
system of centralising everything around
the city. There is an amount of £50,000
allotted to railway rolling stock. Those who
nse the tramns every week will agree that there
15 any amount of room for that expendi-
ture. I frost that in making the alloca-
tions the railway authorities will take care
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to provide a newer form of transport, in
the form of single-unit eoaches, enabling
journeys from the country to be made much
mote expeditiously than is the ecase to-day.
We see comporatively empty traing enter-
ing the e¢ity at all hours of the day, and we
see the roads almost covered with motor
cars competing with the railway system.
We cannot blame the people whe aceomp-
lish by car in four hours a journey which
takes the train nine or ten. The only
means by which the Railway Department
ean get back some of their traffic is by
instituting, especially on all spur lines, the
running of single-unit coaches that will de
the journey mueh more quickly and muech
more cheaply than the present system. A
single-unit ¢oach can be run by one man,
whereas it takes four or five men to run
a train. I have frequently seen more stafl
than passengers on a train. If is an experi-
ence frequently to be met with on ¢ountry
spur lines. An amount of £75,000 is pro-
vided for Bunbury harbour works, T hope
that undertaking will be pushed on. Quite
recently we heard of a movement to erect
freezing works at Albany. TFreezing works
will ecome at Bunbury, but in order that
the trade may grow to any dimensions the
Bunbury harhour facilities will have to he
improved. T trust that this work alse will
be pushed on, There is an amount of
£20,000 for water supplies for towns gen-
erally. I hope the Government will give
sympathetic consideration to many of the
small towns in this respect, not so much
small towns in the Provinee T have the
honour to represent—Dbecause that portion
of Western Australin is fairly well off for
water—but towns elsewhere which are in
a deplorable state for want of water. The
least the Government can do is to make a
generons contribution to people in that
plight, so that they toc may enjoy the faei-
lities available to goldfields people and
people along the pipe line track who
are utilising the Mundaring water.
In connection with the amount of £150,000
provided for roads and bridge throughout
the State, including feeders to railways, I
wish to pay a tribute to the men associated
with that work. The Commissioner for
Main Roads and his officers are doing excel-
lent work in regrading and reconstructing
country roads. Portions of Western Aus-
tralta are fairly hilly, and in those distriets

.zome roads have in the past been positively
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dangerous, The Commissioner for Main
Roads has displayed a wise judgment in
making deviations. If hon. members wish to
see an example of excellent work, they need
only travel from Donnybrook to Bridgetown
and ohserve the wonderful improvements
effected in a road that previously was abso-
lutely hazardous in many places,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: It is these wonderin)
roads that are causing the financial troubles
of the Railway Depatiment.

Hon. W. J. MANXN: We must have roads.
Motor cars are here to =tay. Fvery man who
drives a wmotor ear payvs 714d. per gallon
duty on his petrol. Therefore he is entitled
to some decent roads. Tf that duty is to be
imposed, it will be a sorry stafe of affairs
if the old type of road iz to be allowed to
continue. I believe in giving honour where
honour is due. ¥rom my observations T say
that the roads of Western Australia are a
credit to the community, and are enqual to
the roads in any other pait of the Common-
wenlth. I have eriticised the Governmeng for
their tardiness in doing the vight thing hy
the Cave House and the Yallingup Caves.
In that condemnation T do not include the
onorary Minister. T know certainly that
Mr. Kitson bas made cvery possible en-
deavonr to gei at lenst the Cave llouse re-
buil§, though so far he has not suceeeded.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why not hand it over
to the State Gardens Board?

Hon. W. J. MANX: T am coming to that
hoard now. Somebody seems fo have a
policy of handing over these things to a
board, concerning which we obtain but little
information,

Hon. G. Fraser: The hoard do a lot of
good work.

Hon, W. J. MANN: They do round about
where the hon. member lives, and in the dis-
trict he represents; but I have yet to learn
that they do much work elsewhere. Their
duty is to treat all portions of the State
alike. I do not quibble hecause the Yanchep
Caves have been opened up. That is a right
and proper thing, I do not complain of
daily bus serviees heing run to those caves.
I do take strong exception, however, to the
fact that one can go through the Tourist
Bureau without discovering the word
#Caves” anywhere on the premises, Very
little 1eference indeed is made to the caves
so far as the Tourist Bureau is coneerned.
Tt is the Government’s duty to see that
attractions which provide additional traffie
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for the railways—or should do so—are given
full publicity. Years ago a great deal of
publicity was given to our caves, and
brought quite a lot of profitable traffic to
them. But latterly the traffic has fallen oft
alarmingly. 1 am not blaming the Honorary
Minister. In v opinion Mr, Kitson has
done an cxcellent job Eor that part of the
country, but the Governmeny have nolb
backed him up. I want Ministers to know
that the yeople in that part of the eouniry
object to the inaction of the Government in
this regard.

Hon. G. Traser: How long is it since the
Cave House was burnt down?

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: Four or five years
ago. The previous Government were equally
to blame for neglect to rebuill. They got
down on the insurance money, and said they
had spent £L000 buying spoons, forks,
cutlery and so forth. T have never heen
able to sight ihat thousand pounds’ worth
of articles put into the building, though T
suppose it 1s there. 1 know what any hon.
member could buy in the way of cutlery and
so forth if he had £1,000 to speund in that
direction.

Hon. G. Frazer: The money is held in
{rost.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Some of it may be.
I suggest the hon. member find out whether
it is actually held in a trnst account.

Hon. G. Fraser: I asked that question
years ago, and was teold so.

Hon, W. J. MANY: Under the head-
ing of State MHotels and Tourist Re-
gsorts [ motiee in the ILoan BEstimates

an unexpended authorisation of £26,740.
The estimated expenditure for the year
ended the 30th June, 1936, is £10,000.
To the item is attached a note to the effect
that this is to he for a loan to the Rott-
nest Board of Control, and lor other works
which may be authorised. I do not
know what the Rotinest Board of Control
are supposed to do, but I dare say the money
will be wisely spent. The First Schedule
to the Bill provides £20,000 for State hotels
and tourizt resorts. Apparently someone is
trving to establish a public house at Yan-
chep. T am {old—1I do not know whether it
is true—that perzons will pay a motor ear
fee of 1. to et info ihe reserve if they
want to huy a drink., 1f that is so, it
ix a new departure. T would like the
Honorary Minister to tell us, if he ean,
what is the position as regards rebunilding

H
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the Cavp House and making the necessary
renovations around the caves. Very little
money mdeed has heen spent for a long
time i that direction. I hope the Hon-
orary Minister will be able to tell us
definitely (hat the Government intend to de-
vote portion of that amount of £20,000 to
some bighly necessary works in that ¢onnee-
tion. T had intended to make extended re-
ference to the value of tourist traffic to a
country, but | defer it for the present, re-
strieting myself to a few figures in order that
the memories of hon. members may be re-
freshed as to the valne of tourist traffic to
other countries. In Australia, and particu-
lavly it Western Australia, we have heen
tardy in developing our great tourist attrae-
tions. The time has come for us to set
about that work. Tourist traffie means a
great deal of revenuc for a comparatively
small outlay. In 1930 Canada derived
£57,000,000 odld from tourists, Franee gained
£80,000,000, and Italy £26,000,000, whereas
the gain to Australia was about £800,000.
True we are some distance from the great
centres of population; but we are in a better
geographical position, if only our attrac-
tions hecome known, insofar as there is a
delightful =ca journey from other countries
to Australia. This in itself is a preat
attraction to many tourists. In the Hast-
ern States there has heen a movement to
increase expenditure for the attraction of
tourists, and the Commonwealth Government
are subsidising the National Travel Associa-
tion. T hope the Western Australian Govern-
ment will endeavour to get some aid from
the National Travel Association and set up
a puhlicity campaigu for tourist traffic in
this State.

On motion by the Chief Secrctary, debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to T.30 pm.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Rearding.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [7.30]:
So far there has not heen onc speceh de-
livered in opposition to the Bill, and it must
be a maiter of considerable satisfaction hoth
to the producers and the consumers of whole
milk to know that the weasure iz receiving

[COUNCIL.]

solid support from every seetion of Parlia-
ment. In the short space of time that the
board have operated the annual eonsumption
of milk has inereased by 535,000 gallons.
This increase represents an extra £30,000 per
annum paid to the producers. Another im-
portant faet is that the board prevent the
sale of inferior milk at no extra eost to the
consumers, I was interested in the remarks
of Mr. Craig regarding the supply of milk
to school children, and I hope that the board
will look into the possibilities in this diree-
tion. ’

Hon. H. J. Yelland: That is a matter for
the Government.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I take it that would
be o function of the hoard in order to make
a suceess of their operations. I also consider
that milk bars should be licensed at a nomi-
nal fee. This would be in the best interests
of the whole of the industry as it would
tend to inerease the sale of whole milk. Some
members expressed the opinion that dairy-
men in the metropolitan area should go ont
of the business because they could not pro-
duce milk economieally. There was a time,
however, when all the supplies came from
the metropolitan area.

Hon. H. V, Piesse: I do not think they
said definitely that those dairymen should go
out of the industry.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : In the early days we
required dairies; to-day we reguire the op-
posite, namely markets. The quota system
has worked well, but many small quotas
should he increased hefore any mew dairy-
men are allowed to engage in the industry.
All supplies of whole milk should be con-
trolled by the board. There appears to be
some ftoubt as to whether the board have the
power to spend any of their funds en adver-
tising with a view to inereasing the con-
sumption of whole milk. Money judicionsly
expended in that way would be very bene-
fieial to the industry. I should like the Hon-
orary Minister, when replying, to give some
information on that point. T agree with the
proposed amendmeni to make it ohligatory
on distrihutors to provide a reazonable bond
or guarantee to cover the amount of erredit
for milk obtained from producers. Jt must
be remembered that the distributors have
a monopolv of the business heeanse the num-
ber of licenses is restrieted. It is not fair
that the producers should be compeiled to
sell the milk to just a few people withont
a guaraniee that thev will be paid for their
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product. I econsider that they are cutitled
to some protection. | do not know how
many producers have sustained losses, but
I know that quite a few of them have done
so. One producer lost £80. It scems guite
wrong that men of straw should be able tv
run up accounts and then elear ouf.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Did not the Minister
in avother place say that that had been eor-
rected and that there had been no losses?

Hon. L. Craig: I do not think so.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I would not have
made the statement, had I not received it
on fairly good authority, that loszes have
been made, and that one producer lost as
muech as £80. I do not consider it necessary
to refer to other features of the Bill. Mem-
bers seem to recognise the value of the meas-
ure, and there is no need to waste time in
discussing it. Any further remarks I shall
reserve till the Committee stage is reached.
In concluding I should like to join with
other mewhers in expressing the view that
the board have done excellent work, There
is no doubt of that, and with the help of
members T think we can look forward to
further good results during the coming vear.
I support the second reading.

HON, J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
ian-Suburban) [7.36]: I join with pre-
vious speakers in supporting the Bill,
not heeause I believe it is all that it should
he, but hecause when Parlinment passed
the original legislation a ecouple of
years ago, it was recognised to be ex-
perimental legislation that would need
amending to develop it inte a statute that
would be well worth having. To perfeet
this Jaw will probably need the experience
of another year or two. T quite agree with
the Government in having brought down
the Bill to ¢xtend the operations of the board
for another year. Thiz will enable the
hoard to ohserve developments during that
period. The Bill contains amendments to
define more clearly the terms eontract, ¢quota
and surplus milk. 'When the original meas-
ure was under diseussion [ endeavoured te
have some of those terms defined, and ex-
perience has proved that those definitions
should have been ineluded. T distinctly ob-
jeeted to the definition of snrplus milk be-
canse it would have the effect of curtailing
considerably the power of the board. Sur-
plus milk represented a quaniity that eould
be supplied to anyone who desired to huek-
ster it and deal with it in such a wav as to

defeat the objects of the Bill. Experience
bas proved that clearly, and now the hoard
ask that the definition of surplus milk be
entirely deleted. Anyune who has an inli-
mate knowledge of the requirements of the
industry is aware of the months of diminish-
ing supplies and of expanding supplies, and
there is no doubt that the provision: made:
to meet those conditions have worked safis-
factorily. The quota system has not workeil
satisfactorily. Owing to the number of
people engaged in the business it is neces-
sary properly to organise the diztribution,
and a quota had to be established to dis-
cover where they stood. This has eperated
in favour of some and very much against
others, but it has provided the board with
information they desired, and I suppose that
information will be used to advantage dur-
ing the coming year. Much of the dissatis-
faction that has occurred as a result of deal-
ing in surplus milk may now he cleared up
and that will make for the smoother running
of the industry in futwre. I econgratnlate
the Minister in another place and ithe

Honorary Minister here on ihe tem-
perate manner in which they presented
the Bill. Tt was different [rom the
way in  which the Bill was put up

on behalf of the previous Govermnent, whe
antagonised quite an important section of
the industry and caused many of the pub-
lig to feel concerned as to how they would
fare. Particularly do those remarks apply
to the Minister who introduced that Bill.
He has not bheen at all diplematic in his
attitude to the industry. Those are wronyg
tacties to adopt when endeavouring to deal
with a complicated indunstry, such as the
whole milk industry, from the point of
production to the point of distribution. I
was greatly interested in the remarks of
My. Craig, whose case, T take it. reflected
the experience of the board. He would
lead members to helieve that the board had
power to fix a minimum rate fo producers
and a maximum retail price, and that that
system was operating 100 per cent. effici-
ently. He also indicated that the margin
of profit {o the retailers was such that they
were wetting the better deal

Hon. [, Craig: They were. I was com-
plaining that theve were too many on the
distribution side.

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: That re-
minds me of answers given to certain ques-
tions asked in another place, The Jin-
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ister was asked how many producers werc
engaged in the business and how many
people were engaged in vending. The ans-
wer was that there were 230 producers

Hon. L. Craig: In the metropolitan area.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes, and
1,100 were concerned in distribution.

Hon. L. Craig: Those figures are not
correet.

Hon, J, M. MACFARLANE: I fee sure
an error has erept in somewhere,

Hon. L. Craig: About 500 produeers.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: My infor-
mation is that there are about 5300 produc-
ers and 500 engaged on the distribution
side. ’

Hon. L. Craig: No, 1,100 on the distri-
bution side.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I believe
that those who supplied the information
must have included shopkeepers, who can-
not be considered as vendors in the ordin-
ary sense of the word.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: And ineluded the
staffs of shops.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The shops
are realiv only secondary sellers, They
buy from the wholesale distributors.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Some of them do not
sell a gallon per day.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Some of
them sell very little. They ecan hardly he
considered to be engaged in the industry
because they deal in so many other lines.
Now I should Jike to give the House some
information as the result of my experience
from time to time. Mr. Craig has put the
case very well, but so far as the metropoli-
tan area is concerned I fear the producer
has been his own enemy; that is to say,
the better elass producer has had to suffer
for other producers who have endeavoured
to beat their own fellow men on the market.
There is a certain retail price fixed for the
consumers, hut there are very few consum-
ers in the metropolitan arza who have {o
pay that pricee.  Only the other day
there enme accidentally into my hands a
receipt, a two weeks aceount for a lady
living in Viectoria Park. In that she was
eharged 2s. 11d. for 14 pints of milk, or
Ad, per quart. That price is very prevalent
in the metropolitan area, and in many
shops one ean huy two pints of milk for
5d., while in some places that same ¢uan-
tity can be purchased for 4d.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do they water it
down?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: There are
inspectors to look after that sort of thing,
but the fact remains that it has been done,
and there are shops where one can buy two
pints of milk for 4d. The profits as esti-
mated by the board are not based upon
faets.

FHon. L. Craig: Probably the retailer pro-
duces some of that milk.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T should
say the milk would be quite up to standard.
At least 95 per cent. of it would be milk
produeced under natural conditions. DBut
there it is. I am going to try to explain
how the board has been handicapped
through the Bill not being all it should be
in order to give them a chance to suppress
this sort of thing without any difficulty.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: It's all a case of
supply and demand.

Hon, J, M. MACFARLANE: Some of
these people are aiming to get more out
of it from the producer, but the producer
is the man who the Ae¢t said should have
the price stabilised.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: It is not a matter
of supply and demand.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Of course it is.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: A man
went and tried to huy a round. He was to
act as a partner. This man went about and
found ancther man who wanted to sell 140
cnstomers, including ten hotels and tearooms,
and the price he was getting was 1s. 6d.
per gallon. He had to make two ov three
deliveries per day. He had three shops
selling at 1s. 3d. per gallon, and one shop
sefling at 1s. 3d. per gallon. The daily
average was 38 gallons, costing £2 Ts. 6d.,
for which he received £2 15s. 9d.; after pay-
ing the milk board tax he had a balance of
7s. Tl4d. out of that 38 gallons per day.
Next morning he inquired aboub another
business which was for sale, but he turned
that down beeause the hulk of it was sold at
1s. 3d. per gallon. That was after taking
it to the treatment works, treating it, cool-
ing it and holding it. and service back to the
shop.

Hon. L. Craig: It could not be done.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: I have here
the name: of the men concerned, but of
conrse I do not wish to give them paublicity.
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Hon. L. Craig: But they were not paying
the proper price, or they could not have
done it.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: No, but 1
am trying to show what is going on. The
producers themselves are defeating the ob-
jects of the Aet. One man said he had
three or four firms who were offering to
do it in competition with each other at
1s. 6d. 1 contend they could not do if, if
they were complying with the terms of the
Aect. It is highly desirable that we should
find out how and why that sort of thing
happens. This man said that in one case he
lost a customey to another man at ls. per
gallon. That was after taking the milk
home, cooling it, and servicing it.

Hon. L. Craiz: He was a producer.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: But the
producer cannot do it under the regulations
fixed by the hoard., It is said that the milk
hoard has the complete handling of the
situation. T agree that the milk board have
done their job conscientionsly and worked
very hard. Indeed I am satisfied that the
chairman has somewhat impaired his health
in trying te improve the conditions ef the
industry.

Hon. W, .J. Mann: They want mowve
power.

Flon. J. M. MACFARLANE: That is so,
they want more power. The mistake that
Parliament made was as to the treatmenr
plant and the vendors. At the time the Bill
was introdmeed it was proposed that two
members representing the consumers should
be on the hoard. At present the ehairman
of the board has practically two votes, so
the consumers are well looked after by his
judicial mind. Then there was the difficulty
the board was faced with in fixing the min-
imum, and in not having a semi-wholesale
minimum clavse. That created the posi-
tion that the man with his rounds in town
was assailed by the producer himself,
There were difficulties in the way of getting
a let-up for some of their supplics. The
result was that we found that when the war-
ships were in Fremantle Harbour one ot
the Perth firms was buying milk, cooling it,
and delivering it to the warships at Freman-
tle at 1s. 1d. a gallon. We were fold that it
was an oversight, but I should say it was a
try-on, that they did use some of that sur-
plus milk in an endeavour to gel something
out of it. Certainly the tale the hoard
accepied waz a very weak one. Then we are
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told that the hospitals, the Old Men's Home,
and other institutions have been getting
milk at 1s. 114d. per gallon. That has been
going on ftor the last three years. 1t was
quite within the law as far as they were con-
cerned, but it did eut values. Had there
been a semi-wholesale price fixed, this could
not have happened. The next year a see-
tion of the producers sought to get even by
contracting at 1s. 1%ad. per gallon to the
hospitals and other institutions. It was
easily seen that something was breaking
down somewhere in the svstem of the board,
and this after securing to the producer the
price of 1s, 1d. There has been a prosccu-
tion in this respect, but the action was too
long delayeidl. The information was there,
but, as I say, the action was too long
delayed.

IHon. J. [J. Holines: What was the action;
selling milk too cheaply?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: No, it was
for nor paving the producers the fuil
amount. However, it was done with the fuil
knowledge of the producers. We often hear
of producers having to take a price
less thanr the mintmum through fear.
Fear has nothing to do with the
present  position.  The hoard recoguise
that very well, and the Minister has told uns
that the hoard were able to reduce debis
considerably, nearly to wipe them ount all
together. The price was fixed at 1s. 1d., and
if the individual thought that he was not
being treated properly he could go to the
board and say that Maefarlane—I will use
my own hame so as nhot to meution anvone
else—had eut him down to 9d. or 104. If
such a complaint were made, the board
wounld deal with me very promptly.

Hon. L. Craig: Yes, and you would proh-
ably remember that man when his eontract
ceased.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: These men
are begging the question when they talk
ahout fear and so forth, beeause the remedy
is in their own hands. Tt is not right to ad-
vance that contention as a defence and to
snggest that as bad debts are ereated, they
are obliged to take less than the price fixed
by the board. I feel to-day as I have felt
all along, that the board wounld he assisted
appreciably if a wholesale as well as a semi-
wholesale price were fixed for the middle-
man, becanse the middleman is here for all
time. That applies not only here, but in
every capital city throughout the Common-
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wealth. The distributor is necessary. Treat-
ment plants are necessary beeause much of
the milk is produced outside the boundaries
of the ecity, and in a climate where there is
a high mean temperature skilful treatment
is required to assure to fhe consumer milk
that is bacteriologically sound and in suel
a condition that it must be good. Withon
the advantage of such plants in the eity, it
would he almost impossible for the con-
sumer to obtain the class of milk that is
essential just now. 1 shall not submit an
amendment along those lines, but I would
like some other member to deal with that
matter hecause I helieve the board woull
accept such an amendment as in their own
interests. Decidedly the operations would
be policed better than is possible without
these conditions. I do not like the idea of
the board intruding upon the activities of
the Health Department. Tt is suggested
that the board will only avail themselves of
the provisions I refer to with the approval
of the Minister. I contend that such a sys-
tem will amount ta dual inspection and add
to the difficulties of those associated with
the industry. The work of the board should
be well defined and the Health Department
should deal with their part of the work
through the departmental inspectors, whe
are all qualified men. T believe that many
of the stories we hear are true. ¥ refer to
the statements made that some of the inspee-
tors assume the status of qualified men.
whereas they really are not men of that class.
It is difficult to do the inspeetorial work
properly without antagonising those assori-
ated with the industry. Tn effeet it is
casting aspersions on inspectors who have
been in the Health Department for many
vears. [ had a chat with a health inspector
recently and discussed with him the state-
ment that milk conditions have improvedl
very much sinee the hoard herame opers-
tive. He told me definitelv that, ehemi-
cally and physically, the milk to-day i5s as
zood as in any other part of Ausiralia, and
has been for vears. and that it had not im-
proved with regard to guality except inso-
far as a general improvement was to he
expeeted with the passing of wvears.

Hon. L. Craig: What do yon mean hv
the quality of the milk? Do vou refer to
the hutter fat content?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes, and
to the faet that there is les= bacteria in the
mitk. The solids are maintained af the pro-
per standard.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. L. Craig: They are not likely tu
improve the quality of the milk. That ean
be done enly by changing the breed of the
GOWS,

Hon. H. J. Yelland: I think I was re.
sponsibie for raising that peint. I sug-
gested that it was possible to improve the
quality of the milk by a system of herd
selection.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It must be
remembered that we are dealing with mixed
milks, milk that is drawn from cows of
various breeds. It is well known that one
breed of eattle will give a high test and
small quantity while other Lreeds will give
low tests and large quantities,

Hon, H. Tuckey: You have to take the
general average.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We do not
buy on butter fat content, and the general
aim of those in the industry is to seeure a
large volume of milk so long as they do not
produce an article that is below the required
butter fat standard. 1 objeet to the endea-
vour of the board to infringe upon the duties
of the HMealth Department, whose inspectors
should be above the Board in this work.
The Health Department will be required for
the work when the Board has gone.

Hon. L. Craig: Of conrse, the Minister for
Health would have to approve of the in-
spectors.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: Quite so,
but I want a well-defined line drawn between
the work of the bourd’s inspectors and that
of the inspectors of the Health Department.
I want the demarcation to he much wider
than is contemplated by the Bill. In my
opinion the better way would he to hand
over the control of this legislation to the
Health Department. T was struek by the re-
marks made by Mr. Craig when he dealt with
the economie side of the industry. Ha re-
ferred to the number of milk carts required
to supply consumers in 2 humber of streets
and drew attention to the apparent over-
supply of vendors for the community. When
he spoke, my mind harked back to the time
when I was a member of the City Council
and the milk supplies at the time were not
at all satisfactory. An effort was made by
the municipal health authorities to improve
the eonditions, and after an investigation the
conglusion was arrived at that an exchange,
or depot, was aceessary so that milk eould
be received at the one eentre, tesfed for
quality and then be re-sold te the distrilin-
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tors at the proper standard. By that means
it was hoped to prevent the aduiteration of
wilk that was so prevalent at the time.

Hon. I. Craig: That is the Sydney sys-
tem now,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: What I
refer to was contemplated by the Perth City
Council long befure the Sydney system was
inangurated. The council also recognised
that a zone system was necessary. We for-
mulated a scheme that contemplated the
establishment of a municipal milk board and
the proposal was to purchase all the milk
rounds within the eity boundaries. After
the city arca had been divided into zones, it
was proposed to re-sell the rvunds in the
several zones to selected vendors and by that
means the hoard would recoup themselves for
the money spent at the ontset. By that
method it was proposed to eliminate much of
the unnecessary competition and t» put the
trade on a betler economic fooling., A gooid
deal of opposition was evidenced on the part
-of householders, but it was helieved thnat that
could be overcome 1n time. The greatest
difficulty eonfronting the City Council was
that we could deal with the matter only from
within the eity boundaries and had no con-
trol whatever over the milk thal was hrought
into the eity from cutside districts. In tha
end the scheme fell through, I am satisfied
that the present Milk Board, with their
powers of inspection, eould carry out the
work I have indieated to a satisfactory eon-
clusion. They could utilise the treatment
plants in the metropolitan area and
zone by securing an authority from Parlia-
ment to raise a loan for that purpose. Then
they could establish a zone sysiem, subse-
quently handing back to selected vendors the
rounds in the different areas. Those rounds
would be ther under proper control. Sueh a
system would assure not only proper control,
but wonld provide milk that was chemically
and bacteriologically sound, containing also
the required butter fat contents, as well as
the solids and fats. Power would be required
to undertake the improvements I have indi-
cated, or else the compensation fund would
have to be inercased in some way so as to
enable a fund to be built up to allow the
authorities to pick out special parts of the
city where the zone system could be inangu-
rated and carried out effectively. If that
were done T am sure the economic position
that was touched upon by Mr. Craig and
referred to by other members, would be
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rectified without upsetting the industry too
much, assuring to the producers their full
share of the returns and at the same time
giving the vendors an opportunity to operate
under proper control. I was also struck by
a remark made by Mr, Gray when he re-
ferred to the supply of milk in cartons in

many cilies of Europe. 1 am satis-
fied that could be done here by the
eo-operation of the various interests or

else by giving the board wider powers
to establish a few distributing centres. The
plant that Mr, Gray mentioned is very ex-
pensive. There is the margin of profit that
is required by the patentee and, in addition,
heavy duty has to be paid on the plant. By
the time an expert was hrought ont to cvect
the plant, the eest would run into several
thousands of pounds. On the other hang,
the plant can deal with a large guantity of
milk; the supplies are checked for quality;
the milk is treated properly; the eartons are
manufactured, sealed and delivered. The car-
ton is a very substantial one. It is buftoned
up. The ‘eost would not be so great as, in-
deed it would he o great dea! less than, the
eost of bottles, and it would he more satis-
faectory. The carton can never be used
again, as bottles are, and the bottles ave fre-
quently inproperty washed and left unclean.
There are not the same disadvantages about
eartons as there are about bottles. The car-
tons are sterilised under great heat before
they ave filled, and are delivered at the door.
They cannot be contaminated. Onee a car-
ton has been opened it is destroyed. The
chief trouble is that the patentees require a
royalty of one farthing per gallon.

Hon, .. Craig: What are the cartons made
of?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Of paper
pulp. The fat does not penetrate them. In
the early days the fat used to penetrate
through the cartons.

Hon, W. J. Mann: They are made under
high pressure.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes. The
cartons are not now saturated by the fat.
The matter has been discussed in Perfh. Tt
either requires a company or some separate
authority to deal with it. Once ‘it was
hought into play it would be a distinet ad-
vantage to the milk trade in the metropoli-
tan area, as well as in the case of export.
The weaknesses to me are the fixing of
a wholesale minimum price, and the
representatives of the vending side of the
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hoard who should take the place of one of
the consumers’ vepresentatives, I had
thought of putting uwp some amendments.
When I brought down amendments two
vears ago I imagined that members might
think I had done so through self-interest.
That, however, was never in my mind. I
think if they were included in the Bill the
board wounld have a much happier time.
Their work would be more effective, and the
Bill would he more in keeping with what T
think are members’ desires. I support the
second reading, but would like to see these
amendments included in the Bill.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West—in reply) [8.17]: In
view of the very onerons duties which have
been imposed upon the hoard, the recep-
tion this Bill has received is, I think, very
pleasing, and is a tribute to the board. The
remarks of Mr. Macfarlane merely empha-
sise some of the difficulties with which the
board have to contend. They show clearly
that the amendments to the Act, as con-
tained in the Bill, are justified both from
the point of view of the board and the in-
dustry. One member criticised this legis-
lation not because of what the Act or this
Rill contains, but because of the manner in
which it is econstructed. I refer to Mr.
Parker. He said this was a striking example
of bad legislation. We all admit it is experi-
mental legislation. It was recognised that
there would be many things that would
probably not work out in practice as wag
intended, and that owing to their being so
many parties associated with the industry
it was necessary that power should be given
to enable the Minister or the board to deal
with problems that were expected fo crop
up from time to time. The board with th2
powers at their disposal, and under the con-
trol of the Minister, have met most of tae
problems that have cropped up in a very
praiseworthy wanner. The Bill really
exemplifies what the Minister and the
hoard believe shonld be incorporated in the
Act. T am sure it will not be claimed that
the Aect, even when amended, will be per-
fect. It is not claimed that it will elimin-
ate all the difficulties with which the board
and the industry have been confronted in
the last two years.

Hon, H. J. Yelland: It is still experi-
mental.

[COUNCIL.}

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
for that reason there is no desire to go to
extremes. It is highly desirable that anv-
thing that is done shall be done with &
view to improving the position wherever
it is possible to do so, by placing in the
Aet such amendments as are considereil
absolutely essential. During the debate
quite a nmamber of questions were asked,
coneerning which I have made inquiries.
Seme important points were raised. One
raember wanfed to know by interjection
what the cost of the licensing would b,
There is a clause in the Bill which limits
the charge for a lieense to a maximum of
10s. At present the charge is only 3s.
Although power is given to charge a maxi-
mum of 10s., I am advised that the board
have no intention of inereasing the amount.
Mr. Yelland raised the question of bad
milk. I pointed out there had been an im-
provement in the quality of the milk sup-
plied to the metropolitan area since the
board came into operation. T was asked
what beeame of this bad wilk. I pointed
out that it was not bad in the ordinary
sense of the term, hut only bad by compari-
son with good milk, and said T would make
inquiries into the matter. I am advised
that what I said is actually the position.
It is only bad by comparison with the first
grade or best quality milk. When milk is
classed as bad in the sampling it does not
neeessarily mean that it is unfit for human
consumption. It is not prohibited from
use. In some cases it contains cxeessive
bacteria, and in other cases it 13 due to
non-attention to hygiene. An inspector does
not know the quality of the milk until he
receives the result of the laboratory test.
Tmmediately a bad report is received a2 man
15 sent out to inspeet the dairy, and to
advise the dairyman what measures to take
to improve the standard of his milk. The
result is that in many cases the dairyman
is able to effeet an immediate improvement
in the quality of his milk TUntil the milk
is tested the inspector eannot say to what
quality it belongs. In the meantime it has
gone into consumption.

Hon, J. M. Maefarlane: Ii is like the de-
partmental term of ‘“unclean’’ as applied
to butter fat. It is only unclean to the
palate. The producer is often very hurt
because that term is applied to his product.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: Quite a
wrone impression might have been created
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by the reference I made to bad samples
taken by inspeetors during the period, and
I therefore make this explanation, Mr,
Mann did not severely criticise either the
Bill or the board, but he put forward one
or two suggestions. The first had to do
with publicity. The Crown Solicifor is of
opinion that the board have sufficient
power, if they think fit, to spend a certain
amount on publicity, and that there is no
neeessily to amend the Bill to give them
further powers for this purpose. Mr. Mann
also raised the point about retailers put-
ting up a hond. He has given me a copy
of an amendment he proposes to move. I
am sorry I eannot aceept it.

Hon. 1. AL Macfarlane: I shounld think so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We do
ot consider this is a moatter that should he
dealt with in this Bill. The contraet entererl
into by the parties is purely a private one.
The producer can please himself whether
he enters into a contract or not. If he feels
it desirable he should have some guarantee
from the individual, he would insist upon
that being given.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Before he supplies
his milk.

The HONORARY MINISTER : No douhr
in many eases he would be able to secure
that guarantee in the ordinary course of
trade.

Hon. H. Tuckey: If he eannot get a gunr-
antee he still has to supply the milk.

Hon. J. M, Maefarlane: JTe need not do
£0.

Hon. W. J, Mann: A hond is provided
for in Vicloria,

The MONORARY MINISTER: T was
not aware of that. For the time being we
do not think it neeessary that aunything of
that kind should be embodied in the Bill
Mr. Mann also raised the question as to the
duration of the Act. He suggested it shoull
be made permanent, and that he proposed
to move in that direction. I hope he wili
not move in that way. We still believe this
is experimental legislation, and we feel it is
desirable it should come up for review. Con-
sequently T eonld not support an amendment
of that kind.

Hen. H. J. Yelland: A similar measurs
in the Dried Fruits Aet is dealt with every
year.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. !
am uot opposing the suggestion on the
ground that it may not he desivahle. hLut
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at present we do not think it iz desirable,
mainly from the poini of view I have just
expressed, that it is still in the experimental
stage, and until such time as we are satis-
fied that it is really serving the purpose
for which it is intended, we cannot very
well agree to iis becoming a permanent meas-
ure. I do not think I am called upon to
deal with any other points that have lbeen
raiseit. It may be there is something else
that hon. members feel I should reply to,
but so many statements have been made
which I think will prohably bhe dealt with
in the Committee stage that I will content
myself with these few remarks.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hou. E. H. Gray in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill,

Clauses, 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Amendment, Section 6 of the
principal Act:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : T hope {he amend-
ment which T am about to propose will ap-
peal to hon. memhbers. In dealing with an
article of food which is so important an
item in our daily diet, partienlarly for the
young members of the family, I think it
most vital and important that a woman
should have some voice and representation
on the board. Whilst T admit the section
does not differentiate in anv way between
man and woman and that it weuld be open
to the Governor-in-Couneil to appoint =
woman if he thought fit, I wish to make it
a definite requirement. Jt is for that reason
that ¥ am moving the amendment. I have
received communications from  various
women's organisations throughout the State
asking me to request that an amendment
gshould be made to provide definitely that a
woman should act as a representalive on the
hoard.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why are you being
selected out of all of us men here?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I think it is
probably due to the fact that T have not the
charm and grace of the hon. member who
has just interjecied. Tt may be duc
to the fact that the good ladies mayv have
dreaded the hon. member espousing their
eause. 1 feel very mueh honoured in having
heen asked to move ihe amendment, partien-
larly as T realise the important part woman
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plays in the home and the great duties which
she performs and the ability it is necessary
for her to display in looking after the
family. I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘"members?’? in the first
ling of paragraph (a) of Subsection (2) the
words and parentheses “‘(one of whom shall
be & woman)?’ be inserted.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I hope the House
will not agree to the amendment. Provision
is made whereby a woman can be appeinted
by the Governor under Subeclause (a) of
Clause 6 of the principal Aet. The Minister
should have a free hand in the matter. I
pppose the amendment.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: Whether or
not the Government have power to appoint
a woman to the board, [ sincerely hope they
will not do so. I cannot see what use it
would be to the public at large to have a
woman acting on a hoard dealing with a
business so complicated as that of the milk
trade in the eity. [ have not vet heard
of a woman aoxious to run a dairy.

The CHATRMAN : There is one at Fre-
mantle.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: Does she go
round and deliver the milk?

The CHATRMAN: Yes,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I think it un-
fair to ask a2 woman to sit on a bhoard such
as this. Tfere it is a question of distribution
of milk. If Mr. Nicholson's arguments were
carried to an extreme, women should control
everything, and espeecially the finances. In
the kouschold they eontrol the purse, but is
it suggested that they should go out and
earn the living? )

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I support
the amendment for the reason that in dairy
business women ave more skilled than a good
many men. They know more about milk.
If is as easy to get a skilled woman as to get
a skilled man in the milk trade. I fail to
see that two consumers’ representatives are
required on the hoard—for that matter, there
ara akready three consumers’ representatives,
seeing that the chairman has a casting vote,
A woman householder would be valuable on
the hoard. There is room for considerable
improvement in the method of handling milk
in the home, Women are quick at the up-
take, and if the necessary knowledge is im-
parted to them they will speedily adopt the
best method,

Hon. K. G. MOORE: I oppose the amend-
ment. As to the handling of milk in the
home, if women know so much more than

[COUNCIL.]

men, they will know the best method. To
expect a woman member on the board io
educate other women in handling milk in
the home is to look for trouble, I appre-
ciate the importance of woman in the home,
and we should leave her there.

Hon, J, CORNELL: T also oppose the
amendment, on the ground that there is no
need for it. A woman can be appointed fo
the ‘board to-day. Why go beyond that?

Hon. J. Nicholson: To make it definite
that a woman should be appointed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Women who attend
meelings when they ought to be at home are
the kind of women who seek such appoint-
ments. It is difficult io find a woman com-
bining competency with inelination for
public office. If a woman is to be appointea
to the board, let the Government make the
choice of one as a consumers’ representative.
In these days of enframehised women there
is no necessity to provide in Aets of Par-
ment that women must be appointed to this,
that, and the other public position.

The HONORARY MINISTER: All of
us appreeiate Mr. Nicholson’s gallantry
in championing the eause of woman. The
hon. member has better prospects of success
in trying te bring the Minister controlling
the Aet to his way of thinking than in try-
ing to bring the Committee to it. The Min-
ister now has power to appoint a woman to
the board, if he can he persuaded to dn so.
T feel sure that if the Minister thought there
was a woman whose appointment would im-
prove the working of the wmilk hoard, be
would appoint her. Some of the funetions
of a member of that board would not be
desirable from a woman’s point of view.
The Minister has stated that if there were
necessity for the appointment of even twu
women to the hoard, he would not lesitate
to make those appointments. However, for
the amendment there is no necessity.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Clanse 8—Repeal, Sections 20-23, prin-
cipal Act: new sections inserted:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Under this elavse
the penalty for carrying on tlie business of
a dairyman or milk vendor without a license
is a fine of £50 or three months' imprison-
went.  In the proposed new Section 21 pro-
vision is made for various licenses including
a milk shop liecense. I suggest that the im-



[5 Deceaser, 1935.] - 2237

position of the burden of obtaining a
license, instead of bheing beneficial to the
trade, will operate in the opposite direction.
I confess my ignorance of this wide and
perplexing subject of the whole milk in-
dustry, but it seems to me that to insist on
a license will limit the consumption and thus
re-act on production, whereas the general
desire is to increase the consumption.

Hon. J. Cornell: We must have some
supervision.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A restriction im-
posed on the disposal of goods is admittedly
calculated to lessen the consumption.

The Honorary Minister: What is the re-
striction here?

Hon. ). NICHOLSOX: The license. Iu-
stead of requiring a license, the hoard should
be empowered to regulate the premises in
whigh the milk is sold.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane:
doing that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If licenses arc
required, the board might refuse to license
a man who desired to sell milk in a shop
next door to prenises already licensed, and
thers would be only a limited number of
shops in the city capable of vending mitk.
That would be a restriction of trade.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Do you think there
should be more licenses in the city?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: 1 would allow as
many people as chose to enter the business
so long as they maintained the standard and
conformed to regulations regarding the
nature of the premises. The very idea of a
license is repugnant to me.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why have a license to
sell beer?

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN:
different category.

Hon. J. Cornell: Both beer and milk are
foods.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Without a license
would not the milkk shops be in the same
position as are the distributors?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The law of sup-
ply and demand would regulate the trade.
If T chose to set up a butcher’s shop, I would
not have to get a licensc. Every shop in
Hay-street could be utilised as a butcher’s
shop, so long as the requirements of the
Health Department were complied with.
These maiters are dealt with, not by license,
but through the law of supply and demand.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: But it you put milk
into an ordinary shop do you think you
should he allowed to sell it there?

They have been

Beer is r a

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I said I believed
that these premises should be subject fo the
health authorities and regulations made pre-
seribing that no milk should be sold in un-
satisfactory surroundings. I move an amend-
ment— ‘

That puragraph {¢) of Subclause 1 be struck
out,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
whole object of the milk board is to increase
the sale of whole milk in the metropolitan
area and to improve the quality of that milk,
if pessible. They have given a deal of con-
sideration to this yuestion during the past
two years, and after baving handled the ques-
tion so well they come forward with this
propesal. I am advised that it is essential
that we should have these various types ol
licenses. 1t seems to me we must leave a
matter of this kind entirely in the hands of
the board. Then if, after experience of the
system, we should have some strong objec-
tion to make, 1 feel sure the House wonld be
Jjust as much against this idea as Mr. Nichol-
son is to-night. Are we nol to recognise
that the people dealing with this question ave
speeialists in the line? 1f so, we must take
a little notice of the suggestions that they
make, The hon. member said he would nof
he agrecable ta certain premises being used
for the sale of milk. Later on he said he
would leave this matter entirely in the hands
of the Health Department. There, again,
we must recognise that the board and its
officers are specialists and are in far hetter
position to deal with a question like this
than is the Health Department, whick covers
a whole multitude of subjects, whereas the
Milk Board are interested in only one com-
modity. Notwithstanding the objection put
forward by Mr. Nicholson that we should not
alter these five-vear licenses for shops, if you
do not license them vou ecannot have any
check upon them. All those milk shops in
Hay-street seem to be well conducted.

Hon. H, V. Piesse: And thev are selling
extra milk.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
so. I suggest to Mr. Nicholson that he
should be prepared to trust the board to
know what is necessary, rather than ac-
cept his own opinion on the subject, which
he admits he knows so little about.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I can imagine M.
Nicho'son and ne walkine down from Par-
liament House and availing ourselves of
an opportunity to drink a glass of milk.



Hon. L. B. Bolton: I cannot imagine your
doing it.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: We find in Hay-
street many milk bars beautifully arranged.

Hon, G. Fraser: And most of them in
the charge of women.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes, that is a fur-
ther encouragement for Mr. Nicholson
and me to enter a bar and have a glass of
milk, But eould anyone imagine Mr.
Nicholson and me going into a fish shop for
a glass of milk?

Hon. J. Nicholson: I said milk must be
sold in satisfaetory surroundings.

Hon, H, V. PIESSE: If we support Mr.
Nicholson in this amendment, we shall be
taking the control out of the hands of the
beard.

Hon, H. 8. W, PARKER: I agree
with Mr. Nichélson. 1 have strong ob-
jection to all these licenses. I  agree
with  what obtains at present, namely
that vyou eanuot sell milk in a shep
unless you comply  with certain  health

conditions. 1 agree that a person should
be liable to  severe penalties if he
offer milk for sale in unhygienie premises.
But [ have heard it argued that the objeet
of these licenses is that the authorities do
not want too many milk bars on one side
of a street, because in that event they will
bot pay. I sce no objection to milk being
sold in every suitable shop along the street,
just as drapers have their shops alongside
each other. What has it to do with the
Milk Board whether a man can make his
milk shop pay? In the suburbs if is very
convenient for the residents that certain
shops should sell milk. But why should the
shopkeepers have to go to the board for a
licenze for that purpose? It has nothing
whatever to 4o with the Milk Board.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: Yes, they must police
the Act.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: Why cannot
the health officials look after the selling
of mill in shops?

Hon. H. V, Piesse: Why duplieate it9

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: Yes, why have
qualified health inspectors thrown out of
the business in order to make room for
others who have not had specinl training?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: ¥ find myself in
sgreement with the two lawyers in thae
House. I had intended to rise when Mr.
Parker rose, and had [ done so I should

[COUNCIL.]

have expressed exactly the same opinions
as he gave.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Well, two wrongs do
not make a right.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: There must be
ouly a certain number of licenses issued to
milk vendors. When a wedieal man or a
legal man provides himself with the neces-
sary qualifications, no one can prevent him
from taking out a license, so to speak, and
entering upon practice. The hoard can re-
strict the number of licenses, If an indi-
vidual were to have a shop in which he
desired to sell milk, and the provisions for
dealing with the business were quite hygienie,
he should bhe entitled to demand a license.
I support those who desire the elimination
af this paragraph.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 have not pre-
viously spoken on the Bill, because I believe
there are others more competent to deal with
it. The present hoard, presided over by a
very able chairman, have done wonderful
work in establishing the milk industry in the
metiopolitan arca on a sound Toulinyg,.
have done that nnder legislation that was ex-
perimental and somawhat imperfeet. Their
most difficult task was in dealing with the
personal interests that crept into the busi-
ness. Now the hoard ask Parliament to give
them further powers, not to interfere with
the Health Department but to enable them
to have more complete control over the milk
supply in the metropolitan area. Unless
this provision be agreed to, the board will
not have the eontrol that is necessary over
those vending milk in shops. The license is
vequired so that those conducting the shops
shall he controlled. According to Mr. Par-
ker, the milk shop vendors should not be
licensed but be able to do as they like, and
thereby interfere with the good work of the
board. To agrec to that course would be
most unwise.

Hon. G. FRASER: According to the re-
marks of some hon. members, one would
think that the licensing of these shops is
something entirely new.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Do the board
agree to every application for a license?

Hon. , FRASER: I am not in a position
to say that they do.

The Honorary Minister: Nor is Mr. Mac-
farlane.

Hen. J. M. Macfarlane: Even if the Bill
be agreed to, the health anthorities will $till
carry out their part of the work.

Ll
L r
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Hon. . FRASER: It is necessary for
the board to have their powers of inspection
as well.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What iz all this
argument ahout? Have the objectors to this
provision read the Bill? There must he some
form of supervision. A man may apply for
a license and the decision nf the hoard to
refuse it is not final because he has the right
of appeal to a magistrate. What more is
required ¥

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I agree
with the eontentions of Mr, Nicholson and
Mr. Parker in one way, and I am not op-
posed to the board issuing licenses. On the
other hand, Parliament should not give the
board the right to refuse a license when the
Health Department’s inspectors have passed
the premises as suitable, I admit the neces-
sity for control, hut I do not agree with
provisions that may lead to conflict between
the Health Department and the board.
A young man I know of selected a shop
some zuv or 300 vards from any other milk
selling place, and spent about £600 in fitting
it up. When he applied for a license he
was refused  beeause there wete other
licenseld people not far away. That iz a
restriction upon trade. The hoard should
not have the right to refuse a license when
the health authorities have declared the
premises to be suitable for the purpose,

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: The party to
which I belong is opposed to the granting
of monopolies.  We should not give people
the sole vight to conduct a particular trade
in a particular street. Why should a man
have to appeal to a magistrate because he
has been refused a license? [ do not helieve
in the restriction of trade and will support
the amendment.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T am prepared to
support the amendment. The board have
no right te create vested interests. 1 know
of a easc similar to that mentioned by Mr.
Macfarlane. Tt the hoard find that milk
has been sold in unsuitable premises they
can always apply to the health authorities
for action to be taken. If these licenses arc
insisted upon much less milk will he sold.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am surprised at the
objection to the graniing of licenses. Both
Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Parker are working
nnder a license.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: OQur licenses ean-
not be refused if we comply with the law.

Hon. L. CRATG: A license merely shows
that the person concerned is a fit and proper
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one to earry on trade. It is for the board
to cexercise its diseretion in that respect.
What are the Lumpers’ Union or the Miners’
Cuion but monopolies? 1t costs more to
join their anions than to take out a milk
livense. No one objects to dairymen being
licensed, or to the earters being licensed, but
it is a ease of bands off the shop milk
vemlor. The whole thing should be left to
the diseretion of the board. T oppose the
amendment.

Hen., R. . MOORE: 1 opposc the
amendment.  [F members do not want this
paragraph lhey ought to throw out the
whole 8Bill. The milk industry was in a bad
way until the board brought about the
requisite improvements.  We should not do
anything to restriet the operations of the
authority at present in control.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: As a result of the
aperations of the board the consumption, of
milk has inereased by over half a million
gallons. What better indication could there
he of the cificacy of the present control?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The issuing of
litcenses will enable the board to say
definitely that only certain persons in cer-
tain places may be milk shop vendors. The
pasition is economieally unsound, and cal-
culated to create those monopolies that are
associaled with licensed premises gencrally,
1f any man wishes to become a vendor of
mitk from a shop he should be allowed to
do so, provided the premises comply with
the conditions laid down by the health
authorities,

Hon. R. G. Moore: Why should nol we
give the same liberty to the man.with a horse
and cart, provided his horse and eart and
cans are clean?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am merely seek-
ing to give to the seller of milk the same
right as is enjoyed by a grocer, a butcher or
a boot and shoe salesman, TIf this motion
15 not earried, those who nre vitally inter-
ested in the sale of milk will find they have
made a mistake in Jeaving il fo a board to
license people only in sueh places as the
board thinks fit.

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: If there are two
shops in one suburb, one of which is licensed
to sell milk and the other not, people who go
te the shop for milk will get their other
zoods there, while the other shopkeeper will
be ruined. Are we not here to sez that
every citizen gets a fair deal? Why give a
monopioly te one person in any suburb or
any town? T support the amendment.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . 7
Noes 7
Majority against .. .. 10
Aves,
Hon. C. G. Elliott Hon. C. B. Williama
Hon. J. M, Macfarlane Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hoa. F. Nicholson Hon. E. H. Angelo
Hon, H. 5. W. Parker (Teller.)
Noga.
Hon. C. I, Baxter Hoa. V. Hamersley
LR T T T T Hon. W. H, Kitson
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. G. W. Miles
Han. J. Cornel] Hon. R. G. Moore
Hen. L. Craig Hon, H, V. Piegue
Hon,J. M. Drew Hou. H, Tuckey
Hon. J. T, Franklin Hon, C. H. Wittensom
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. E. H. Gray (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
Clause 8 stand as printed.

Tiou. I T, YELLAND: 1 have always
supported the Milk Board in cvery possible
way, and my vote just now was east with a
view to trying to improve the conditions. [
move an amendmen{—

That a proviso be added after Subsections
(¢) and (A) of Section 27 of the principal Act
as follows:— ¢Provided that notwithstanding
anything contained in Section 27 of the prin-
cipal Act, a license shall he issued under Sec-
tions (¢} and (i) hercef if the premiscs com-
ply with the conditions required under the
Health Aect,”

Hon. W..J. MANN: That is the samne thing
over again,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: No.

Menthers: Yes.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If we increase the
number pf licenses, it follows that the con-
sumption of milk will also be inereased. The
hoard now has a right to refuse a license,
notwithstanding that the proposed licensee’s
premises are hygienic. We have no right to
stop a man from selling milk if he comphlis
with the conditions under which milk can he
sold.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
merely an attempt to amend the Bill in the
way desired by the mover of the previous
amendment. 1t is an attempt to a2ecomplish
something that the House has decided shall
not be done. We have already spent 1} hours
in disenssing this particular point, and I am
not wasting any more time on the amend-
ment. T hope the amendment will not be
earried. R

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: 1 felt some
difficulty in easting my vote on the last
amendment, but here I do not feel any diffi-
culty at all. In my opinion the board are
exceeding the powers given to them by
Parliament, The board do not employ quali-
fled inspeetors, and the inspectorial work is
carried out by the Health Department. T am
of opinion that the hoard must grant a
license to any shop that the Health Depart-
ment certifies i suitable for the trade.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: T move-

That the Committee do now divide.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. oo 14
Noes . .. ... o7

=1

Majority for ..

AYES.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon, W, J. Mann

Hon. L. Craig Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, M. ¥, Picese
Hon, €. G. Elliott Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon. J. T. Franklin Hoo. C. B. Williams
Han. G. Fraser Hon, €. H, Wittenoom’
Hon. W. H. Kitson Hon. C. F. Baxter

(Teller

Noke,

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker

Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hoa. L. B. Boltan
(Telier.)

Hon, T. Cornelt

Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. Nicholson

Motien thus passed.
Amendment put and negatived,

Hon. W._ J. MANN: I move an amend-
ment :—

That the follewing bhe inserted to stand as
paragraph (iv) in Subsection 1 of propased
new Section 21:—*No milk vendor’s license
shall be issued to a milk vendor who buys milk
direct from a dairyman unless and until the
applicant for the milk vendor’s license lodges
with the Board a fidelity bond in a form ap-
proved by the Board from an insurance com-
pany approved by the Treasurer of Western
Australia for a sum cqual te the amount which
the Beard estimates the dairyman should he
paid by the milk vendor for the supply of one
month’s milk, Every such fidelity bond shall
inter alia contain a provision indemnifying the
dairyman against losses arising from any fail-
ure to pay or fo account for anvy moneys pay-
able to such dairyman by the milk vendor.”?

This safeguard is desired by a numher of
people who have heen victimised, and also
by a number of retailers. In the case of the
former the position is as T outlined on the
second reading. Men ineluded in the defi-
nition of “milk vendor” accept milk to he
forwarded or supplied to consumers. Such
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men go out and purchase milk, bring it in,
and then undercut legitimate retailers.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: If the board
desire that amendment, why have they not
asked for it?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: The board desire it.
There is good precedent to be found for it
in Victerian legislation. The Milk Board
Act of Vietorin (24 George V., No. 4183)
provides in Section 26—

(1) Notwithstanding anything in section
forty-eight of the Milk and Dairy Supervision
Act, 1928, no license under Part IT. of that
Aet in I‘CSPCLt of a dairy within the metropolis,
or in respect of any dairy outside the metro-
polis, from which milk purchiased direct from
aalairy farmer may be sold or distributed by
retail in the mctropolis shall be issued, unless
and until the applicant for the llcense lodges
with the Minister a fidelity bond in the pre-
seribed form from some insurance eompany ap-
proved by the Treasurer of Vietoria for Two
hundred and fifty pounds or for such less sum
a8 is approved by the Minister or, where the
applicant is a company, of Five hundred pounds
or such less sum as is approved by the Minis-
ter.

(2) Every such fidelity bond shall inter alia
contain a provision indemnifying the owners of
dairy farms against losses arising from any
failure to pay or to account for any moneys
payable to such owners by the applicant.

(3) Any person econcerned may upon pay-
ment of a fee of Two shillings and sixpence
to the Minister inspect the said bond and take
a copy thereof.

(4) Any person may with the approval of

the Board in w riting sue wpon any sueh bond
for indemnity in respeet of any loss covered by
the said bond.
In Victoria, insurance companies issue a
security hond—which is realky a bond of sol-
veney—in the sum of £250 at the rate of
15s. per eent. The premium on the bond is
£1 17s. 6d., which is also the minimum.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
accept the amendment. In many cases, 1
believe, the produeer has been mulet. How-
ever, I am advised the position has materi-
ally improved during the last 12 months.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: And will do so
during the next 12 months as well.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The in-
clusion of such a provision in the Bill was
considered, but the position was not re-
garded as serious enough.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I support the
amendment, having heard accounts of the
conduct complained of. If objection is
raised, the milk vendor transfers his custom.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: That eannot be
done here, under the board.
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Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: I learn that it
is done. I support the amendment.

Hon. H. V, PIESSE: If we are going to
insist on honds in every line of business,
we shall reach an unfortunate stage.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: We require bonds
of aunctioneers.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: They are dealing
with trust mopeys, and the same argument
applies to lawyers. I cannot support the
amendment. Business men deal on 30 days’
gredif, and failing that they demand cash.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I oppose the amend-
ment. If we protect one, we should pro-
tect all. Why not require a bond to en-
sure that consumers pay? I do net think
it is within our province to legislate in
this direction.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 15—agreed to.

Clause 16—Amendment of Section 42:

Hon. W. J. MANN: The clause will ex-
tend the operation of the Act for one year.
Last night I suggested that in the light of
two years’ experience the measure should
be made permanent, The Honorary Min-
ister has intimated that he must insist on
the clause. If the Aet were made perman-
ent, it could be amended at any time, and
some security ‘would be given to the board,
who could frame a long-range policv. I
move an amendment-—

That all the words after ‘‘is’’ be struek out,
and the word ‘‘repealed’’ inserted in licu.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I regret
that I cannot aecept the amendment. Con-
sideration has been given to the point,
but as this legislation is still in the experi-
mental stage, the Government feel that
extension for one year would be advisable,

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I support the
amendment. The board have done excel-
lent work and the Act should be made per-
manent, It could still he amended at any
time.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The views of the
Honorary Minister should appeal to mem-
bers. While this legislation is in the ex-
perimental stage, it should not be 1nade
permanent. 1 direct attention to the Title,
which indicates that the Bill is designed to
amend and continne the Act.

Han, H. TUCKEY: This legislation has
passed the experimental stage, and although
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I wonid have preferred an extension for
three years, I will support the amendment.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: When we look
baek over the past we find that we have lLad
quite a namber of Bills for experimental
legislation coming before the House, as for
instance the original Dried TFruits Bill,
which although it became an Act it has had
to be extended from year to year ever since,
and is still on the statnte-book as a tempor-
ary measure.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: There were certain
doubts about the Bill.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: There
same donbt about this Bill.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: There is no doubt at
all about this Bill.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: It would be un-
wise to allow this legislation to go out of
our hands until it has proved itzelf. T will
oppose the amendment.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOQOM.: I, too, will
appose the amendment. The Act contains
many complicated problems and is still in
the experimental stage. So it would be a
pity to have it continued for three years.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE : This legislation has
proved ifself since it has been earried on
for two years, and with the amendments that
have heen put forward to-night, we should
have a perfeet measure. I support the Bill,
because I realise it is for the benefit of the
producers of milk.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I ask the Committee
to go warily with this amendment. The Bili
is by no means analogous to the Dried
Fruits Act. To say that the parent Act
has proved itself is begging the question,
because there is not very much of the par.
ent Aet left, and the Bill is not so much
for continuing what remains of the parent
Aect as for introducing an experimental de-
parture from the parent Aect.

is the

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause pnt and passed.
Clauses 17 and 18—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and prsse

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—ELECTORAL,

In Committee,

Resumed  from the previous day. M.
Nicholson in the Chair; the Chief Seeretary
in eharge of the Bill. .

Postponed Clause 130 (partly con-
sidered) :

Hon. J. CORNELL: T move an amend-
ment—

That after “‘paper’’ in line 1 of paragraph
(a) the words “‘under Scetion 81"’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move a further
amendment—

That after the words ‘“written on'’ in line 6
of paragraph (a} insert ‘‘a postal vote ballot
paper or.”’

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
az amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 82:
Hon. J. CORNELL: 1
ment—

That in line 2 the words '*this division’’ be
struck out and ‘‘Section 81’7 inscrted in lieu.

move an amend-

Amendment put and passed: the eclanse,
ag amended, agreed io.

Postponed Clause 83—Security:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-

ment—
That in lines 3 and 4 the words ‘seventy-
scven, seventy-nine and’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (e) after
¢ryoters’’ the words ‘‘under Section 817’ be in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 124:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I moave an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (e¢) after
ffvoters?? the words ‘‘under Section 81!’ he in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
a5 amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 126—Opening boxes for
counting the votes:

¥on. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment—

Thut in line 2 of paragraph {a) after
‘tyoters’? the words ‘‘under Seetion 81°7 be in-
serted.
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Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed fo.

Postponed Clause 127—The officers count
the votes in the respective hoxes which they
open:

Hon. J. CORXNELL: I move an amend-
menf—

That at the end of Subelause } the words
“‘under Section 81°'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That concludes ihe
consideration of the Bill so far as I am con-
cerned, except for the recommittal. Now
we come fo a very serious part of the Bill.
I was not present when this maiter was
dealt with, otherwise I shonld have
voted against the action that was taken.
The whole of Clause 18, which deals with
qualifiecations and disqualifications of elec-
tors, wasg deleted. The qualifications and
disqualifications regarding the Legislative
Couneil are provided for in the Constitu-
tion Act, but in daleting the whole of the
clause the Commitiee deleted the gualifica-
tions and disqualifieations for the Legisla-
tive Assembly, which are not provided for
in the Constitution. It will be neeessary
to restore to the Bill the portien that
relates to the Legislative Assembly. We
could deal with the matter on recommittal,
but it would be preferable to deal with the
matter at this stage in the form of a new
clause.

The CHAIRMAN: When the matter was
dealt with it was understood that it would
be necessary to veinstate part of Clause 18
to restore the portion relating to the T.egis-
lative Assembly,

New clause:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment—

That a new clause to stand as Clause 18 be
inserted as follows:—‘Part JIL.—Enrolment,
Division 1—Quali cation of Electors for the
Assembly.

(1) Subject fo the disqualifications herein-
after set out, everv person not under twenty-one
years of age who—

(a} is a natural born or a naturalised sul-

jeet of His Majesty: and

(b) has lived in Western Australia for six

months continwously at least: and

(¢} has lived in the distriet for which he

claims to be enrolled for at Teast 3 con-
finuous perind of one month immedi-
atelv preceding the date of his elaim.
shall he entitled, subjeet to the provisions of
this Act, to be enrolled as an eleetor, and when

earolled, and se long as he continues to live in
the district for which he is enrolled {and sub-
jeet to the conditions stated in subsection (2)
of section nineteen after he las ceased to live
in the district} to vote at any polling place for
the district at the election of n member of the
Assembly for that distriet.

(2) For the purposes of this Aet a person
shall be deemed to have lived within the district
wherein he has his usual place of abode, notwith-
standing hig occasional absence from such dis-
triet.

(3) Any member of the Legislative Assem-
bly, and the wife of any memher of the Legis-
lative Assembly, may claim to he enrolled for
the distriet represented hy such member and
when so enrolied shall be dcemed to live in such
district.

(4) A person shall not be entitled to be en-

rolled at the same time on more than one As-
sembly roll.??
That simply means that we replace what
was struek out in regard to the Legislative
Assembly rualifieations and  disqualifiea-
tions.

New elause put aud passed.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

Further Recommittal,

O motion by Hon. F. Cornell, Bill
again recommitted for the purpose of fur-
ther considering Clauses 3, 5, 20, 25, 16,
41, 50, 51, 62, new Clauses 79, 84, and 39,
and Clauses 137 and 149,

In Counnittee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair: the Chief
Sceretary in charge of the Bill.

('lause 3—Arrangement into parts and
divisions:

Hon, J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 21 the words ‘‘voting in ab-
sence ' be struek out, and ‘*by post'’ inserted
in liew,

Amendment put and passed: the eclause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 5—Interpretation:

Hon, J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment—

That in the interpretation of *¢absent votes!?
all the words after *“fifty-one?’ be struck out.
and the fellowing inserted in lieu :—'*Pursuant
to Section 81 or who votes under the provisions
of Reetion ~1.°7

Anendment pur and passed; the clause,
as amendel, ngreed to.
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Clause 20—Disqualifications:

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: In the absence of
Mr. Holmes, I move an amendment—

That after ‘‘Australia’’ in subparagraph
(iii} of paragraph (e) the words ‘‘living with-
in the South-West Division of the State as de-
seribed in the Land Act, 1933,°7 be inserted.
The amendment will inelude any half-blood
resident in the South-West Division. The
threc members of the North Province were
opposed to the inclusion of half-bloods in
the North, but South-West members claimed
that quite a number of half-castes living
there should be given the right. I do not
think that any half-blood in the North has
asked to get on the roll, hut without the
amendment a canvasser might at the last
moment get them to lodge c¢laims and
trouble would be caused.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 25—Names to he inseribed from
existing rolls:
Hon. H. SEDDON: 1T

menf{—

That after ‘‘Insame’’ of subparagraph (i)
of paragraph (b) the words ‘‘the Registrar
of Titles’* be inserted.

move an amend-

This will enable information to he obtained
of persons disqualified to remain on the roll.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.
Clause 36—Inspection of rolls by the

public:
Hon. H. SEDDON: | move an amend-
ment—

That the following subelausc be inserted:—

(2) During the period between the printing
of the roll and the printing of a supplementary
or new roll, lists showing—

(i) all names struek off;

(ii) all alterations to; and

(iii) all names added to
the roll for a province or district, together with
the particulars relative thereto as set out in see-
tion twenty-seven shall be made at the end of
each month, and shall be kept for public inspee-
tion without fee at the registrar’s office on any
week day during the hours the office is apen.

In order that the publie might be acquainted
with the changes T am suggesting that lists
be typed and posted at the office of the
registrar,

Hon. C. B. Williams drew attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Clause 36, as amended, agreed to.

[COUNCIL.)

Clause 41:

Hon, J. CORNELL: I am not proposing
to mmove the amendment appearing on the
Notice Paper,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 50:

Hon. H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added at the
end of Subelause 1 of Clause 50:—

Provided that if the c¢laim is for enrolment
of an elector for a Provinee in respect of:—

{a) a vegistered legal or equitable frechold

cstate in land; or

{b} a registered leascliold estate in land; or

(&) the occupation of a dwelling-house; or

(d) enrolment as an elector on the roli of a

municipality or road district,
the registear shall compare the elaim with in-
formation obtained from the certifieate of title
or other evidence of registration, and in the
case of—
(i) a leasehold cstate;
(ii) the occupation of a dwelling-houvse; or
(iii) eniolment as a munieipal or read hoard
elector,
he shall compare the claim with the annual
value assessed by the current valualien under |
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1906, or the
Road Distriets Act, 1919-1933, as the case may
be, or, if there is no such valuation, with the
aunval value at which such leasehold estate
or dwelling-house would be assessed on a valu-
ation under those Aets respectively.

And if the registrar is not satisfied that the

claimant is entitled to he enrolled, the pro-
vigions of suhsection (3) of this section shall
apply.
The amendment gives the Electoral Regis-
trar something to which he may refer when
he is determining the right of an elector to
be enrolled for the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I hope the mover
will not press this amendment, because it is
practically unworkable, The registrar at,
say, Boulder, has not acecess to titles. The
only registrar who has is the registrar in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. H. 8, W. Parker: Could he nol act
by his agent?

Hon, J. CORNELL: The position is that
if a registrar, on receipt of a complaint, is
not satisfied, he shall forthwith refer the
claim, with such observations as he thinks
fit, to the Chief Electoral Officer for de-
cision.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is not sulficient
for me.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon, member
will not achieve anything if the amendment
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is earried. It is waste of time inserting it
in the Bill. How can the hon. member
expect the registrar for the North Province,
who I understand is at Broome, to have
access to frechold and leasehold titles? If
he receives a claim card and is not satisfied
to put the man on the roll, his duty is te
send the card to the only place where the
information can be obtained—the office of
the Chief Electoral OQfficer.

Hon. H, SEDDON: My reason for mov-
ing the amendment is the experience I have
had with different registrars. Under the
Bill as it stands, a registrar will satisfy him-
self hy doing nothing. Before the registrar
can be safisfied, he must obtain cerfain in-
formation. TUnder the amendment he ean
satisfy himself, and must satisPy himself,
before placing the applicant’s name on the
roli. Under the present system, the regis-
trar in the end aceepts names holus bolus.

Hon. J. CORNELL: TUnless the Chief
Electoral Officer is to supply each district
registrar with the information specified, the
amendment is useless. It does not say that
the Chief Electoral Officer “shall” supply
the information. If Alr. Seddon could indi-
cate means by which electoral registrars
could be supphied with the necessary infor-
mation frequently, then an electoral regis-
trar would be able to act. Under the exist-
ing Act an electoral regisirar has no power
to send on an application to the Chief Elec-
toral Registrar for decision. Under the Bill
he hns that power.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 31—Ohjections to enrolment:

On motions by Hon, J. Cornell, in Sub-
clause 22, the words “in absence,” line 6,
strueck out, and after the words “relating
to,” line 7, “postal votes or” inserted.

7
Clause 62—Forin of Writ:

Hon. J. CORNELL: At a previous Com-
mittee the provision in Subclause 5 that the
date fixed for the polling shall not be more
than 60 days was altered to 30 days. 1
have sinee conferred with the Chief Secre-
tary and the Chief Electoral Ofliecer, and I
have ascertained that the provision for 60
days was inserted deliberately. TFor the
North Provinee and the four northern
seats, 90 days are allowed befween the issue
and the return of the writ; for the South,
Xorth-Eastern and Central Provinces, 735
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days are allowed, and 60 days are pro-
vided for the remaining provinces. The
Constitution Aet includes machinery for an
extension of the date should the writ not
be returnable within the specified period,
but there is no such machinery in respect
of the return of a Councili writ. In view
of the representations made to me, we
should restore the provision for the 60
days, and 1 move an amendment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
clause 5 the figures *730,”” inserted at a pre-
vious Committee, be struck out, and the figures
“60'" insertmed in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as further amended, agreed to.

New Clause 79:

Hon. J, CORNELL: Last night we in-
serted a new elavse to stand as Clause
89, which provided that no postal vote
should be taken after 6 o’clock in the
alternoon next preceding the polling day,
Several members have pointed out that
probable abuses will arise through votes
being taken, and the claim being advanced
that thex were taken before 6 o’elock, The
matter can be overcome by amending Sub-
clause (G} of new Clause 79 80 as to make
the position more deffpite. 1 move an
amendment—

That in Subclause 6 the words ‘“close of the
poll”? he struck out and the following inserted
m Jicu:—‘hour of six o’clock on the after-
noon of the day preceding polling day.”?

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: I am not in favour
of the amendment. There are many oecca-
sions when it is necessary to send out pos-
tal vote officers in order to get in the postal
votes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I cannot see that
the amendment will cause any hardship
to any elector. The ecollection of postal
votes is more of a nuisance than a blessing.
The amendment will tend to tighten up
postal votes.

Hon, W._ .J. Mann: It will prohibit it in
some places.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Very often postal
voles are used se that votes may be ob-
tained from people who have refused t{o
go to the poll. The only way te stop that
is by closing the time for the receipt of
postal votes the day before the poll. Tt
cannot be helped if a few sick people are
affected by this amendment.
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Amendment put and passed; the new

clause, as amended, agreed fo.
New Clause 89:

Hon. J. CORNELL: This clause says that
no postal vote shall be taken after 8
o’clock. We have just decided when postal
votes may be taken. I hope this new
clanse will be struck ouf.

New clause put and negatived.

Clause 8¢—Chief FElectoral Officer to de-
cide whether ballot paper to be put for-
ward for serutiny and eounting:

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘voter’’ in line 2 the words
““under Section eighty-one’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 137 and 149—agreed to.

Hon. J. OORNELL: I have given this
Bill considerable atteniion and have pointed
ouf necessary consequential amendments. I
bave prepared a Bill to amend the Consti-
tution to make it apply, with minor excep-
tions, to that part of this Bill dealing with
the qualifications and disqualifications of
eleetors for the Council. Whatever the
state of the measure may be eventually, I
shall have no regrets, as I feel that I have
done my parl reasonably well.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shonld
like an assurance from the hon. member that
the Bill is now in order and is fit to bhe
passed.

Hon, J. CORNELL: It is in order, ex-
cept that the clanses will need to he num-
bered properly by the clerk, and the numeri-
cal references adjusted.

the clause,

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1227 a.m. (Friday).

[ASSEMBLY.]
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QUESTION—SECESSION PETITION.
As to Federal Action.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Premier: 1,
With rveference to the question asked by the
Leader of the Opposition on the 24th Qeto-
ber, 1935, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to request the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to signify their assent to the reception
of the Secession petition by the British Par-
liament? 2, If so, will such request be made
in time to permit of supporting action by
our representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment before the end of the present sitbings?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
matter is being considered in accordance
with my promise to a deputation which
waited upon me on the 27th November, 1935.

QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING
SUBSIDY.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands: Is it the intention of the Government
to pay the wheat carting subsidy in the
Lakes King-Carmody avea this year?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
No.

RILL-WBEAT AND WHEAT
PRODUCQTS.
Introduneed by the Minister for Lands and
read a first time.



